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The MVLC reached an exciting milestone this year, serving its 10,000th client 

EDUCATION 

OUTREACH  

SERVICE 

Dear Partners, Volunteers, Supporters, and Benefactors: 
 

We are happy to provide you with our 2011 Marquette Volunteer Annual Report, 

documenting the activities of our 10th year “in business.”  Our focus has been on improving the 

quality of services for our clients and the experience for our student and attorney volunteers.  A 

few of the highlights are as follows: 

Beautiful new offices in the Howard B. Eisenberg Suite of Eckstein Hall.  While none of 

our clinics are housed at the Law School, this wonderful facility provides the MVLC not only 

with a home base for those of us working with the MVLC, but also state of the art facilities for 

training our many volunteers, hosting CLE seminars, and meeting with our community partners.   

Training for our law student volunteers has recently been updated, with some significant 

revisions, particularly in the area of ethics and professionalism. 

Participation in the MVLC/LAW Brown Bag CLE Series, including students and 

attorneys, is up 58% over last year, and featured better webcasting technology.  

Resources for our volunteers now include a “Top 10” list of the most helpful legal 

resource and referral options, prepared in collaboration with the Milwaukee Justice Center.  New 

resource training has been presented at a number of law firms and as part of our Brown Bag CLE 

series.    

Beyond our usual four locations, we continue to provide our services, as needed, in the 

community at special events, including for the first time, Project Homeless Connect and the 

Veterans Service Day.   

We could not operate the Marquette Volunteer Legal Clinic without the help, support, and 

partnership of so many in our community.  This year, we would like to warmly thank our 

volunteer interpreters, Graciela Montoya Gomez and Susan Schweigert.  Special thanks also go to 

Milwaukee County Child Support Enforcement’s Kristela Cervera for weekly service to our 

clinics.  Several lawyers, advocates, and court commissioners generously donated their time and 

expertise to train our volunteers at our monthly CLE programs:  Davorin Odrcic, Debra Tuttle, Iris 

Gonzalez, Patricia Risser, Liz Marquardt, Tom Reed, Michael Balter, Court Commissioners 

Patrice Baker, Michael Bruch, Laura Gramling Perez, and Sandra Grady, .  

Also deserving recognition are the many people who work behind the scenes to help keep 

our clinics running:  Gerri Sheets-Howard of the House of Peace, Dr. Luis "Tony" Baez and Kay 

MacKenzie of the Council for the Spanish Speaking, Katherine Perhach and Mike Gonring of 

Quarles & Brady, LLP, David Pifer and Pat Risser of Legal Action of Wisconsin, Erich Straub 

and Gail McCarthy of the American Immigration Lawyers Association—Wisconsin Chapter,  Lisa 

Marks and Janet Nelson of Milwaukee County Child Support Enforcement, Dawn Caldart and 

Amy Wochos of the Milwaukee Justice Center, Lynette Zigman of Foley and Lardner, LLP, Fran 

Deisinger of Reinhart Berner Van Deuren S.C., Steve DeVougas of Hinshaw & Culbertson LLP, 

Ed Sarskas of Michael Best & Friedrich LLP, Grant Killoran of O’Neil, Cannon, Hollman, 

DeJong & Laing S.C., Jane Klett of LexisNexis, James Duff and Michelle Gore of the Milwaukee 

County Veterans Service Office,  John Barrett of the Milwaukee County Clerk of Courts, 

Marquette University’s Office of General Counsel and Risk Management, Dean Joseph D. 

Kearney, Associate Dean Matthew Parlow and the Marquette University Law School community.   

Last but not least, we are grateful for our wonderful staff: Vicky Morales, Yolanda Toral-

Zeider and Mary Ziino for able and friendly interpretation at our Hillview site; Adie Olson for her 

years of dedicated service to the MVLC, particularly in sustaining our partnership with the 

Milwaukee Justice Center; Angela Schultz as Marquette Law School’s new and amazingly quick 

to learn Pro Bono Coordinator; and of course, our resourceful, dedicated, and extraordinarily 

talented Program Assistant, Lori Zahorodny. 

      Sincerely, 

 

      Julie Darnieder, 

     Steering Committee Chair & MVLC Director 



2011 MVLC Service Statistics 

 

Attorney Volunteers:     234 

Law Student Volunteers:    240  

Undergraduate Volunteers:  29 

Persons Served:        2917  

Hours of  Service donated:  6204 

Value of  hours donated:   $577,171 

Client Satisfaction:       99%      

Race/Ethnicity 
Legal Issues 

Monthly Household Income 

Age 

Zipcode of 
Client 

Residence 

Race/Ethnicity 

Age 

Race/Ethnicity 

Monthly Household Income 



A simple model with wide reaching impact... A simple model with wide reaching impact 

The way the Marquette Volunteer Legal Clinic works is simple.  Attorneys and law 

students volunteer a few hours each month to provide participants with brief legal advice 

and referrals.  This model yields positive outcomes for... 

Students  
This clinic gave me an opportunity to see real legal issues and talk about them before I was able to obtain a job.  I 

also realized how fulfilling this experience was and will now try to continue pro bono work throughout my career. 

 
I am just more confident and less nervous about interacting with clients. And I have found out about different areas 

I love. 

 
Being in a setting where I am able to help people with real life situations helps me to refocus, and remember that 

being in law school and obtaining my JD is bigger than just me. I am going through law school obstacles now to 

later help make it a little easier for others to get over their life obstacles. 
  

Attorneys    

I am happy to volunteer at the Marquette Volunteer Legal Clinic at the Milwaukee Justice Center. The Center 

plays a significant role in helping the lawyerless secure and promote a fair system of justice. 

 

I like volunteering at the MVLC because it is exciting.  You never know what issue will walk through the 

door.  After a long day sitting at a desk and writing briefs or responding to discovery, an evening at Hillside forces 

me out of my mental rut and, especially if someone has an interesting case or I feel like I really helped someone, 

sends me home glad that I'm a lawyer.   

 
 

Clients 
I love that this service is offered. I am a student and am sure the law students feel this is a great opportunity to 

practice as well. In this economy, I would never be able to afford an attorney so this truly is a godsend. Thank 

you!! 

 

The attorney and students at my meeting were extremely cordial and sincere in their efforts to review my 

documents and legal problem. They took the time to detail and explain my options and recommended course of 

action. It was refreshing and much appreciated to have an experienced legal team put things in the proper 

perspective. This is a great and valuable service. Thank you. 

 

My experience was very helpful.  Both the lawyer and law student were compassionate and patient with me.  I 

found myself trusting the law again... It was very refreshing and I will use and recommend the service in the future, 

if necessary. God bless! 
       

EDUCATION 
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...made possible by many attorney volunteers made possible by many Attorney Volunteers... 

American Immigration 
Lawyers Association 
(varying firms) 
Priya M. Bhatia 
John A. Cabranes 
Thomas C. Hochstatter 
Benjamin T. Kurten 
Gail K. McCarthy 
Elizabeth Murrar 
Davorin J. Odrcic 
Joseph M. Rivas 
Michael C. Runde 
John L. Sesini 
Mary Corbett Stevenson 
Erich C. Straub 
  
Foley and Lardner, LLP 
Linda M. Annoye 
Andrew J. Barragry 
Bernard J. Bobber 
Carmen N. Couden 
Adam E. Crawford 
Casey K. Fleming 
David J.B. Froiland 
Dick S. Gallagher 
John C. Geis 
Maria E. Gonzalez Knavel 
Elizabeth A. N. Haas 
Elizabeth P. Hanigan 
Cherice M. Hopkins 
Bryan B. House 
Trent M. Johnson 
Brian S. Kaas 
Laura S. Kwaterski 
Julie Lee 
Ethan D. Lenz 
Keith D. Lindenbaum 
David G. Luettgen 
Tina J. Matic 
Andrew A. Oberdeck 
Katherine D. Spitz 
Peter J. Stone 
Mai Der M. Yang 
Adam T. Zaiger 
Lynette M. Zigman 
 
Hinshaw & Culbertson 
LLP 
Steven M. DeVougas 
Noah D. Fiedler 
Brett B. Larsen 
Melissa J. Lauritch 
Michael P. Malone 
Michael P. Russart 

Thomas R. Schrimpf 
 
Milwaukee County 
Child Support 
Enforcement 
Kristela L. Cervera 
 
Michael Best & 
Friedrich LLP  
Jeffrey M. Barrett 
James B. Barton 
Heather M. Bessinger 
Alan C. Cheslock 
Mary Ann Christopher 
Sarah L. Fowles 
Dayna M. Frenkel 
Joshua L. Gimbel 
Katrina G. Hull 
Thomas A. Janczewski 
Benjamin Kaplan 
Sarah L. Kaplan 
Christopher M. King 
Matthew W. Kurlinski 
Brian J.N. Marstall 
Lori S. Meddings 
Steven A. Nigh 
Chris E. Nyenhuis 
Kirk A. Pelikan 
Melanie J. Reichenberger 
Edward S. Sarskas 
Amy L. Vandamme 
Michelle M. Wagner 
Adam E. Witkov 
 
O’Neil, Cannon, 
Hollman, DeJong & 
Laing S.C. 
Timothy B. Caprez 
Seth E. Dizard 
J. Miles Goodwin 
Joseph E. Gumina 
Carl D. Holborn 
Claude J. Krawczyk 
Dean P. Laing 
Gregory W. Lyons 
Joseph M. Maier 
Laura J. Now 
Chad J. Richter 
John R. Schreiber 
Jason R. Scoby 
Steve J. Slawinski 
Steven L. Strye 
Robert J. Tess 
Peter J. Walsh 

 
Quarles and Brady, LLP 
Allison M. Buchanan 
Ann Kerns Comer 
Ruhee A. Divgi 
Catherine A. Faught 
Lars Eric Gulbrandsen 
Kenneth V. Hallett 
Courtney R. Heeren 
Pamela M. Heinrich 
Khalaf M. Khalaf 
Thomas J. Krumenacher 
Scott L. Langlois 
Spencer H. Larche 
Jeffrey J. LaValle 
Melissa McCord 
Cheri L. McCourt 
Thomas P. McElligott 
Andrew Monfre 
Jeffrey Morris 
Mitchell S. Moser 
Patrick J. Murphy 
Richard C. Ninneman 
Patrick S. Nolan 
Kristin A. Occhetti 
Vilan Odekar 
W. Stuart Parsons 
Raphael F. Ramos 
Isaac J. Roang 
Christopher Russell 
Megan A. Ryther 
John C. Schaak 
Allison M. Sell 
Peter A. Tomasi 
Kelly L. Turenne 
Eric J. Van Schyndle 
Valerie P. Vidal 
Chad J. Wiener 
Johanna M. Wilbert 
Katrene Zelenovsky 
 
Reinhart Boerner Van 
Deuren S.C. 
Lawrence J. Burnett 
Francis W. Deisinger 
Rodney D. Dekruif 
Stephen C. Elliott 
David E. Frank 
Nora E. Gierke 
Rebecca E. Greene 
Samuel K. Hamilton 
David G. Hanson 
Steve T. Jacobs 
Rebecca F. Kennedy 

Rebecca E. Leair 
Amy L. Lindner 
Lucas N. Roe 
Pamela H. Schaefer 
Meredith C. Wilkerson 
 
Other Firms and 
Private Practitioners 
Peter A. Alford 
Lara E. Anderson 
Susan B. Anthony 
Jenna L. Arntson 
Nathaniel T. Aushwitz 
Crystal A. Banse 
Danielle Bergner 
Jeffrey S. Billings 
Maureen A. Brackett 
Joshua J. Brady 
Herbert S. Bratt 
Timothy J. Casey 
Elizabeth A. Conradson 
Cleary 
Joshua B. Cronin 
Julie J. Darnieder 
Mark C. Darnieder 
Jack L. Davila 
Jacqueline H. Dee 
Travis L. DeLucenay 
Krisstina L. Ebner 
Laura Fernandez 
James E. Ferraioli 
Mary L. Ferwerda 
Michelle B. Fitzgerald 
Christopher L. Ford 
Christine A. Gabron 
Paul J. Galganski 
Molly E. Gena 
Christopher M. Glinski 
Kathleen F. Goodrich 
Jennifer Schober Goodwin 
Paul J. Gossens 
Joy N. Graf 
James A. Gramling 
Susan M. Gramling 
Mary K. Hanley 
Tracy L. Haas 
Rebecca Hammock 
Gregg M. Herman 
Margaret Wrenn Hickey 
Paul J. Hinkfuss 
Nathaniel F. Holton 
Daniel A. Idzikowski 
Paul G. Johnson 
Lee R. Jones 

Catherine E. Jorgens 
Laurna A. Jozwiak 
Olivia M. Kelley 
Richard I. Kratz 
Amy J. Krier 
Bethany C. Kroes 
Margaret R. Kurlinski 
Micaela H. Levine 
Michael G. Levine 
Nicole F. Loop 
Christopher J. Lowe 
James P. Maloney 
John F. Maloney 
John R. McDonald 
Matthew K. McManus 
Lyris Medrano 
Michael G. Miner 
Natalia Minkel-Dumit 
Brigid A. Moroney 
James T. Murray 
Kelly M. O’Connor 
Daryl J. Olszewski 
Jacqueline Chada Nuckels 
William Parzyszek 
Joseph M. Peltz 
Peter L Ramirez 
Kristen Reddinger 
Catherine A. Ritterbusch 
Ernesto Romero 
Maria T. Ryan 
Christopher J. Sadiq 
Kelley J. Shock 
Sven E. Skillrud 
Michael J. Skwierawski 
Douglas O. Smith 
Glenn William 
Soderstrom 
Michael A. Sosnay 
Thomas W. St. John 
Laura L. Stiemke 
Jessica M. Swietlik 
Thor Heidrek Templin 
Ian J. Thomson 
Brian J. Waterman 
Bernard J. Westfahl 
Michael J. Whitcomb 
Amy E. Wochos 
Brandon O. Young 
Lilah J. Zajac 
Carrie M. Ziegler Thomas 
Rebecca N. Zimmer 
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…Students 

EDUCATION 

SERVICE 

 

Law Students 
Sklkime Abduli 
Tara Adolph 
Ryan Albregts 
Amy Allwardt 
Phoebe Amberg 
Erica Avery 
Erin Barke 
Priya Barnes 
Taylor Barnes 
Margaret Barr 
Susan Barranco 
Robert Batey 
Joel Beckman 
Melissa Beresford 
Justin Bertron 
Jacob Bibis 
Sarah Biermann 
Alexandria Blute 
Kathryn Bosely 
Colleen Boyle 
Katie Breitlow 
Tyler Brennan 
Bailey Briggs 
Elizabeth Brodek 
James Brzezinski 
Elizabeth Buehler 
Jeremy Bullock 
Ashley Butler 
Warren Butler 
Scott Byrne 
Nicole Cameli 
Jackson Cates 
Allison Ceille 
Stephanie Chavers 
Neal Chowdhury 
Lora Chupita 
Jason Cooper 
Holly Courtney 
Chantal Couture 
Teresa Covington 
Brandon Cox 
Paul Crawford 
Colleen Crowley 
Alyssa Curtis 
Mark Darnieder 
Jack Davila 
Victoria Davis 
Gerardo De Los Santos 
Adrian Dinkel-Smith 
Elizabeth Durkin 
Kurt Ellison 
Hannah Emanual 
Peter Evans 
Dan Exner 

Alaina Fahley 
Porsche Farr 
Timothy Femal 
Mary Ferwerda 
Jonathan Ficke 
Erika Frank Motsch 
Matthew Galvin 
Kody Garza 
Elizabeth Gebarski 
Michael Gentry 
Barry Gill 
Dana Gilman 
Andrea Glasgow 
John Graham 
Nicholas Grode 
Thomas Guz 
Nickolas Hagman 
Courtney Hall 
Kathryn Hallanger 
Anne Halverson 
Matthew Hanson 
Carolyn Happel 
Heidi Hartung Gabriel 
William Hendrick 
Cheng Her 
Caitlin Herbert 
Katherine Herrmann 
Rebecca Hillary 
Amber Hinson 
Ellison Hitt 
Elizabeth Hoffman 
Gabriel Houghton 
Marissa Iancu 
Jennifer Jackson 
Christopher Janson 
Jessica Jensen 
Kyle Jesinski 
Valerie Johnston 
Cassandra Jones 
Michael Jude 
Jason K. Roberts 
Lori Kalata 
Christopher Kaminski 
Aneet Kaur 
Stephanie Kebler 
Adam Koenings 
Christopher Koppes 
Olga Kordonskaya 
Albina Korotkiy 
Michael Koutnik 
Jessica Kramer 
Trent Kubasiak 
Christopher Kuechler 
Derek Kulland 
Stacie Lamb 

Dayna Lefebvre 
Alana Leffler 
Daniel Letendre 
Beau Levinson 
Kristin Lindemann 
Rebecca Lindstrom 
Max Livingston 
Melissa Longamore 
Katie Lonze 
Adam Lopez 
Maria Lopez 
Rebecca Lopez 
Matthew Ludden 
Sergio Magaña 
Benjamin Maida 
Lauren Malizia 
Rebecca Manz 
Ashley Marshall 
Jonathan Mas 
Kathryn Mayer 
Kayleigh Mayer 
Kate McChrystal 
Jenna McConnell 
Alexandria McCool 
Eric McGregor 
Sarah McNutt 
Kristin Menzl 
Jacqueline Messler 
Jonathan Meulemans 
Brad Meyer 
Kristina Minor 
Joe Mirabella 
Ryan Mironczuk 
Emily Mitchell 
Andrew Moore 
MacKenzie Morgan 
Nancy Morris 
Barb Morrison 
Jill Mueller 
Kelli Nagel 
Hannah Neshek 
Paul Nylen 
Yvonne Ochilo 
Robert Olmr 
Nathan Osborn 
Megan Ostling 
Talitha Pachuca Kroenke 
Jennifer Pickett 
Kristin Pierre 
Emily Pines 
Charles Pollard 
Christina Putman 
Francisco Quiroz 
Amanda Rabe 
Jay Rabideaux 

James Rael 
Tyler Rasmussen 
Kauser Razvi 
Adam Reed 
Meghan Refinski 
Erica Reib 
Thomas Rhodes 
Luke Ripp 
Meghan Risser 
Patrick Ritter 
Heidi Roche 
Emerita Rodriguez-Alfaro 
Benjamin Roovers 
Nicholas Rotar 
Ashley Roth 
Andrea Rozmenoski 
Samantha Rueden 
Emily Ruud 
Rebecca Sandler 
Eric Schaefer 
Lisa Schlieben 
Michael Schmidlap 
Travis Schreurs 
Joseph Schuster 
Nida Shakir 
Allison Shepard 
Heidi Ship 
Timothy Shortess 
Rachel Silbar 
Rose Simon 
Ari Sliffman 
Caitlin Snyder 
Garrett Soberalski 
Megan Sorey 
Matthew Spangenberg 
Ryan Spanheimer 
Benjamin Sparks 
Chad Spoolhoff 
Jordan Staleos 
Elizabeth Stauber 
Cassandra Steele 
Mitchell Stock 
Pamela Stokke-Ceci 
Elaine Streng 
Ariane Strombom 
Mark Suhr 
Steven Swenson 
Charles Szafir 
Rebekah Thigpen 
Andrea Thompson 
Ian Thomson 
Elliott Thron 
Michael Tidey 
Kyle Tompkins 
Joe Trawitzki 

Jennifer Treptow 
Ryan Truesdale 
Lisa Truitt 
Emily Van Deraa 
Benjamin Van Severen 
Ryan Vega 
William Vinovich 
Anne Walsh 
Rebecca Watson 
Brian Wayman 
Matthew Weith 
Katherine Weston 
Cole White 
Danielle White 
Nicole Willette 
Willie Williams 
Chelsea Williamson 
David Wimmer 
John Zabkowicz 
Gina Ziegelbauer 
Lauren Zwirlein 
 

Undergraduates & 
Community Volunteers 
Nuwaira Ali 
Eric Allen 
Andy Alonso 
James E. Anderson 
Jessica Brandis 
Lydia Dahl 
Maira Diaz 
Mary Beth Dolan 
Rachel Gomez 
Elizabeth Hauser 
Irving Ibarra 
Elizabeth Krick-Nelson 
Claire Lally 
Ben Leonard 
Emma Lueger 
Tina Luke 
Rebekah Newman 
Victoria Olson 
Amber Lane Rafeet 
Joanne Rouse 
Jenna Siebold 
Maggie Smith 
Bradley Tharp 
Kathleen Tressler 
Asia Turner 
Chrissy Wabiszewski 
Kristen Wetzel 
Jennifer Winebright 



 

...and Community Connections 

 
  

OUTREACH 

 

In addition to providing practical experience to our students and brief legal advice to our 
clients, the MVLC is dedicated to creating vital community connections that increase access to 
legal services to the underrepresented.  We provide  hundreds of referrals to our clients to 
assist their efforts to find full service representation.  Our outreach efforts include convening 
the Coalition for Access to Legal Resources (CALR), a consortium of over seventy legal service 
providers and advocates in the Milwaukee community.  Marquette University Law School 
organizes the Coalition and maintains its website, www.legalhelpmilwaukee.org, providing 
public access to a free, comprehensive referral source for low-cost legal services in the 
greater Milwaukee area.  Finally, we have taken great care to set up our clinics at community 
sites, so that we can bring legal services directly to the neighborhoods that need them.   

 

www.legalhelpmilwaukee.org 

 Provides volunteers and the public with referral 

information to 43 legal service providers in the 

Greater Milwaukee Area 

 Serves over 2300 unique visitors per year 

 Over 70 legal service providers and advocates participating 

 Provides a forum for providers to connect, share resources, 

program information, and ideas for addressing unmet legal 

needs 

 Members receive hundreds of referrals annually from the 

MVLC 

Coalition for Access to Legal Resources 

Four host-sites throughout the city, bring legal services directly to communities that need them… 
 

Because Marquette Law School's legal clinic is located at the Council for the Spanish Speaking, Inc.'s Hillview 

Building --which is right in the heart of a growing Latino Community-- residents from the area and from other parts 

of the city are able to access free legal advice on many issues affecting their lives. We are extremely thankful that 

this service is available right in the community for indigent persons and families. We hope that Marquette University 

will continue partnering with us to offer this critical service. 

-Luis "Tony" Baez, PhD , Executive Director of the Council for the Spanish Speaking, Inc. 

Host Site Partners 



MVLC Hours and Locations 
Community Based Legal Services 

Milwaukee County Veterans Services 
Building #4, VA Hospital Grounds, Milwaukee, WI 

1st and 3rd Mondays, 4:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
(for veterans and their families) 

 

House of Peace Community Center  
1702 West Walnut Street, Milwaukee, WI 

Tuesdays, 3:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.   
 

Council for the Spanish Speaking 
Hillview Building 

1615 South 22nd Street, Milwaukee, WI 
Wednesdays, 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m.  

 

Milwaukee Justice Center 
Milwaukee County Courthouse, Room 106 

901 North 9th Street, Milwaukee, WI 
Thursdays and Fridays, 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Bringing legal services to 
communities that need them 


