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Physical Abuse

Child Abuse
» Types:

-Physical
-Sexual
-Emotional
°Neglect

Physical Abuse (cont'd)

+ How do you recognize physical abuse?
Physical abuse is usually identified by physical marks on the
child’s body, but children can also suffer emotional damage
from abuse. The list below describes physical signs you may
notice as well as emotional signs.

« Physical Signs
- Bruises, welts on face, neck, chest, and back.
= Injuries in the shape of object (e.g., belt or cord).
= Unexplained burns on palms, soles of feet, and back.
= Fractures that do not fit the story of how an injury occurred.
= Delay in seeking medical help.

« Emotional signs
= Extremes in behavior: very aggressive or withdrawn and shy.
= Afraid to go home.
= Frightened of parents.
= Fearful of other adults.

S

r

+« What is physical abuse of a child?
Physical abuse is an injury deliberately
inflicted upon a child by any person,
including adults. Physical abuse includes
fractured or broken bones, burns, severe
and/or frequent bruises, and any other
major physical harm.

'Child Sexual Abuse

+ What is sexual abuse?
Sexual abuse is any contact between a child and adult for
the adult’s sexual stimulation. This includes inappropriate
touching, showing pornography, sex and exposure of body
parts to the child. Sometimes a child will be physically hurt
during the act, but even if there are no marks, a child can
be traumatized by sexual abuse.

How do you recognize sexual abuse?

Unlike physical abuse, the physical signs of sexual abuse
are not obvious and with some children there are no signs
at all. Often emotional or behavioral signs are more
commonly seen. If there are signs, below is a list of some
of the signs you may find.



Child Sexual Abuse (cont'd) ’

Physical Signs

Pain, swelling or itching in genital area

« Bruises, bleeding, discharge in genital area

« Difficulty walking or sitting, frequent urination, pain
« Stained or bloody underclothing
.

Venereal diseases
Refusal to take part in gym or other exercises

Emotional Signs

Poor peer relationships

Unusual interest in sex for age

Drastic change in school achievement

Runaway or delinquent

Regressive or childlike behavior

Fear, anxiety, depression and/or anger

Younger children who have been sexually abused may have poor self-
esteem and difficulty with close relationships.

Older children and teenagers may act out their hurt by using drugs and
alcohol or having sex.

Child Neglect (cont'd) v
How do you recognize child neglect?

Child neglect can be characterized by both physical and emotional
characteristics as listed below:

Physical Signs

Poor hygiene and/or odor

Inappropriately dressed for weather

Unmet medical or dental care needs

Young children left alone and unsupervised for long periods of time
Failure to thrive, malnutrition

Constant hunger may beg or steal food

Acts as a parent to his/her siblings

Arrives early and stays late at school, play areas, or other people’s homes

Emotional Signs

Extreme willingness to please

Oldest child has a parental relationship with his/her siblings

Is always watchful, as though waiting for something bad to happen
Has learning problems (or problems concentrating) that cannot be
attributed to specific psychological or physical causes

11/4/2011
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Child Neglect

+ What is child neglect?
Neglect is the most common form of child
maltreatment. Neglect is when a parent,
guardian, or other caregiver does not
provide for a child’s basic needs. Neglect
includes not providing food, shelter,
supervision, health care, schooling,
affection or support.

'CHILD ABUSE

» Any concerned individual can report
suspected abuse or neglect directly to a local
child protective service agency or law
enforcement agency.

« Certain individuals whose employment brings
them into contact with children are required
by law to report any suspected abuse or
neglect or threatened abuse or neglect to a
child seen in the course of their professional
duties.
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website (http://kidsmatterinc.org)

(860) 763
National Aging Information Center (202) 619-0724
National Committee of Grandparents For Children’s Rights (866)
3%4-9900 (toll free)
National Eldercare Locator (800) 677-1116 (toll free)

13


http://www.aarp.org/family/grandparenting/
http://www.brookdalefoundation.org/
http://www.childwelfare.gov/
http://www.cwla.org/
http://www.childrensdefense.org/
http://www.gu.org/
http://www.grandfamiliesofamerica.com/
http://www.grandsplace.org/
http://www.aoa.gov/
http://www.grandparentsforchildren.org/
http://www.eldercare.gov/

