
Dearest Class of 2019, 

My name is Windsor Wrolstad and it is such an honor and 

a privilege for me to welcome you to the Marquette Law 

School community. Congratulations!   

As I am sitting here writing this letter, I am trying to think 

of some things that I wish someone told me when I, myself, 

was an entering 1L. I came up with five: 

1. Dive in. I remember being somewhat timid and 

shy during my first week of law school. It almost felt like I 

was a guest—there were people everywhere just waiting to 

greet me and serve me free food. Although wonderful and 

much appreciated, it was a bit overwhelming. My Advice: 

take a deep breath. Put aside any sort of ideas of what you 

think law school is, and simply live it. Begin conversations 

with other students, professors, and lawyers. Join student 

organizations. Introduce yourself into the community of 

your future career. Everyone knows someone. The person 

you are talking to could very well be the very person who 

gets you your future job. Milwaukee’s strong network of 

Marquette lawyers is an invaluable resource for us as 

students.  

 

2. Your professors and classmates are human, too. I so vividly remember my first on-call experience. Everything was 

going just fine until I answered a question incorrectly. I imagined every single pair of eyes in the room staring me down as my 

face began to slowly turn beet red. After class was let out, I went straight home and did what any other respectable law student 

would do: I called my mom. The next day, a few of my classmates complimented me on how I did. I was in disbelief. My 

classmates laughed and said that they were so relieved that I was on-call, rather than them. I soon realized that my professor was 

simply using me to teach us how to think like a lawyer – not to terrorize me in front of my classmates. My Advice: bask in the 

glory of answering questions incorrectly, because in the end, everyone is here to learn. 

3. Expect the unexpected. I attended the University of Illinois for my undergraduate degree in International Studies. 

When I graduated, I found myself rather tired of the subject. I entered Marquette Law without any idea of what kind of law I 

wanted to study. It was not until the fall of my 2L year that I realized my deeply-rooted passion for Disability Law. I scheduled 

meetings with various members of the staff and administration, and I ultimately found myself interning at Disability Rights 

Wisconsin, a non-profit that advocates for persons with disabilities. My Advice: if something remotely interests you, be sure to 

ask. You could end up with opportunities that you never imagined.  

4. Mental health is just as important as physical health. I often describe law school as a pressure cooker of knowledge. 

Your previous notions and perceptions of the world will be pushed and challenged each and every day. You need to keep your 

life in balance while still completing your reading and work for class. Oftentimes, the last thing you think about is taking care of 

your mental and physical health. My Advice: allot time each and every day for some sort of stress-relieving activity that allows 

you to get your mind off of school for an hour or so. Take a mental health day if you need it. Travel down to the lakefront and 

get some exercise. Marquette’s Jesuit tradition uses the phrase, “Cura Personalis” which means “care for the whole person”. 

Please take that to heart and develop some habits to make sure that you are taken care of. Ask me if you need suggestions, I am 

more than willing to help you brainstorm a bit. 

5. Milwaukee is underrated. Example number one: I am currently sitting in a rustic lakefront café while writing to you. 

Get out and explore. My best stories come from the days when I simply pick an area of the city, park my car (legally, of course), 

and leave the rest up to fate. Check out Milwaukee neighborhoods. There is a little something for everyone. My Advice: take one 

day every couple of weeks to go somewhere new. 

There you have it. Marquette is a beautiful community of students and faculty who are committed to learning and serving those 

around them. It is also a place to find support and comfort through these next three educationally ri(gorous)ch years of your lives. 

http://visitmilwaukee.org/visitors/neighborhoods


Never, ever feel like you need to go it alone. If you ever need anything or you have questions that you may be too afraid to ask, 

please let me know. I understand where your mind is at – I’ve been there – and I want to help.  

Take care, 

Windsor Wrolstad 

SBA President 2015-2016 

windsor.wrolstad@marquette.edu  
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