CONCUSSIONS:
FOOTBALL'S SILENT PARTNER
AND PLAYER KILLER




In Honor of Louis Jolliet & Pere Jacques Marquette



HOW MY BRAIN WORKS

Learning Witho ut T or Lost; Tt
Without Learning Is Perilous. - roverb.

= Experiment in “The Truth.” One Can and Should
Test “The Truth.” It All Depends On the Issues
Presented and the Questions Asked.

Legal Standard: “What Is Reasonable In Order to Protect the
Best Interest of the Player?”

All Man’s Troubles Arise From The Fact That We Do Not
Know What We Are and Do Not Agree On What We Want
To Be. From “You Shall Know Them” by Vercours a.k.a.
Jean Bruller (1953).



Would you feel comfortable
watching someone you love play
football?



PRESENTATION OVERVIEW

The Hero Journey — Journey
Manhood.

= President Theodore Roosevelt and Football’'s First
Major Crisis.

= Football's Current Crisis: From Concussions and To
Dementia.



! JOSEPH CAN

 THE

The Hero

“To Win In Style, Not From Sheer
Boredom. To Win In a Flourish.
Beating The Other Lot, Not Die of -
Boredom.” — Danny Blanchflower,
1961 Tottenham Hotspur Captain [ ]
Whose Team Won “The Double”

th Bs
¥ 1L D



Joseph Campbell and The Power of Myth:
The Hero




Carol Gilligan

in a different voice

“People lose their voice and either become dead or flat.”
- Carol Gilligan



Journey From Boyhood To
Manhood Summary

= Death
=Resurrection
"Repeat



Maslow’s Hierarchy of Needs

SELF-
ACTUALIZATION

Pursue Inner Talent
Creativity Fulfillment

SELF-ESTEEM

Achievement Mastery
Recognition Respect

BELONGING - LOVE
Friends Family Spouse Lover

SAFETY
Security Stability Freedom from Fear
PHYSIOLOGICAL
Food Water Shelter Warmth




UNIFIES THE NATION

NATIONAL TRAGEDY SPORTS EVENTS

= Pearl Harbor = Super Bowl
= September 11th = Bowl System



The Savior of Football

Photograph of President Theodore Roosevelt



Muscular Christianity & Tom
Brown’s School Days




Congressmen Landis Sees One Game and Says Football is a
“Bum Sport” ...

brutal instincts of men and women will crop out.

Early in the contest one of the captains was carried off the field
msensible and the game went on. This 1s sport.

There was not a boy 1n the game who did not run the risk of receiving an
mjury that would send him through life as a hopeless cripple. Now this
may be sport, but does 1t pay to take the chances? Should an alleged
sport that necessitates taking the chances receive the sanction and
encouragement of sane and sensible people? Possibly so. I desire to
register my opinion, however, that dog fighting, cock fighting and bull
fighting are Sabbath school games in comparison with modern

football.”

Source: The Salt Lake Herald, Sunday, October 15, 1905.



ESPN “JACKED UP”

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XLBqFpxI-IE




SPORTS SCIENCE:
CONCUSSIONS

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fFKWTGKNLTS8




ROLE OF THE LAW TO CREATE

What is the problem to be so
= How does law contribute to the problem?

= How could law be substantively changed or otherwise
leveraged to redress the problem?

= What is the most effective strategy for changing (or
leveraging) the law and where is the most appropriate?

* Venue—courts, legislatures, or the grassroots? How can
these strategies be combined?



NFL CBA

= Vested due to their Credited Seasons or their total and
permanent disability under the Bert Bell/Pete Rozelle NFL Player
Retirement Plan.

= Covers former players suffering from Dementia, ALS and or
Parkinson’s disease.

= Upon diagnosis, total payments shall not exceed $100,000 in
any year, and $130,000 beginning with the 2016 League Year.

= Funded by NFL Clubs.



NFL CONCUSSION LAWSUITS

= What did the NFL know and when did they know it?

= Should concussion disputes be decided pursuant
to the NFL CBA or litigation? Factual Questions?
Contractual Interpretation?

= How much money is required for reasonable
medical treatment?



COLLEGE FOOTBALL

CONCUSSION LAWSUITS

= Should college football players unionize in order to
obtain medical care?

= Who is going to pay for concussion related medical
treatment? Cash? Medical Monitoring?

= Which injured players should be covered regarding
the concussion litigation?



GRAY'S CONCLUSION

Ban Football.
Ban Helmets.
= Improve Coaching.
* Rule Changes.
= Expand Rosters.
= Limit Contact During Practice.
= Cumulative Hit Counts.

= Permit Young People to Start Football During
Adolescence.

= Informed Consent. Life is Hazardous. Automobiles.
Alcohol. Tobacco.

= Game Will Evolve.




GRAY'S CONCLUSION...

ROBERT E. QUINN

Would you feel comfortable watching a loved one play football?
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