




























Chronology 

15 March – The “Day of Dignity”:  Dozens of protesters convene in Damascus and Aleppo. 
Activists call for the abolition of the state of emergency, in existence since 1963, the 
implementation of reforms and the release of political prisoners.  

23 March –The Syrian president dismisses the Governor of Deraa against the backdrop of the 
latest protests in the city. 

24 March – The Syrian president orders the creation of a committee to raise living standards 
and explores the lifting of the emergency law.  

25 March – Friday of Glory (ججممععةة االلععززةة):  thousands participate in demonstrations in Deraa 
during a funeral procession.   

31 March –The Syrian President orders an investigation into the recent killings in Deraa and 
the establishment of a panel to examine the nationalization of Syrian Kurds. 

1 April – “Friday of Martyrs” ( ججممععةة االلششههددااء): reports indicate that Deraa is isolated by 
security forces and the army.  

12 April – Banias is reported to be “under siege” by security forces. Electricity and phone 
lines are cut off and food shortages are reported.  

April 16: The Syrian President gives a televised speech pledging to lift the emergency law 
and instate further reforms. 

21 April: A number of presidential decrees are issued lifting the emergency law, abolishing 
the Higher State Security Court and regulating the right to peaceful assembly. 

25 April – The army deploys to Deraa, where electricity and water are reportedly cut off and 
medical supplies and blood stocks are running low.   

28 April – 233 members of Syria’s ruling Baath party in Deraa announce their resignation in 
protest over the deadly crackdown on protesters. The UN Security Council fails to agree on a 
statement condemning the violence in Syria.  

29 April – “Friday of Rage” (ججممععةة االلغغضضبب): the US imposes a series of new sanctions on 
Syria's intelligence agency and two relatives of President Assad. The Human Rights Council 
convenes a Special Session and adopts resolution S-16/1 on the situation in Syria where the 
High Commissioner also calls for the dispatch of an OHCHR Fact Finding mission to the 
country. 

6 May – “Friday of Defiance” (ججممععةة االلتتححدديي): thousands of protesters gather in many cities 
including Banias, Homs, Edleb, al-Qamishli and the Damascus suburbs of Zabadani and 
Saqba. 

10 May – The European Union imposes sanctions (including asset freezes, an arms embargo 
and travel bans) on Syria, naming 13 high-ranking officials on its list. Syria renounces its 
candidacy for a seat in the Human Rights Council.  

11 May –The Syrian Prime Minister announces that the government has established a 
committee to prepare a new law on parliamentary elections.  



18 May – Al Jazeera reports, that their correspondent, Dorothy Parvaz is released after having 
disappeared for three weeks upon arrival in Damascus. The US expands its sanctions on Syria 
to include President Assad and six other Syrian officials. 

23 May –EU restrictions against Syria are expanded to include President Assad and nine 
other senior members of the government. Restrictions include a ban from travelling to the EU 
and freeze on the officials’ assets. 
 
27 May – “Home Protector’s Friday” (ججممععةة ححممااةة االلدديياارر): protests take place in Latakia, Homs, 
Hama, Qamishli, Deir az-Zour and Damascus.  
 
31 May –Dozens of tanks surround the towns of Rastan and Talbiseh. President Assad issues 
an amnesty on all political crimes committed before May 31, 2011.  
1 June – Members of the Syrian opposition meet during a three-day conference in Antalya, 
Turkey.  
 
3 June – “Freedom Children Friday” (ججممععةة أأططففاالل االلححررييةة): more than 50,000 demonstrators 
gather in the centre of Hama amid heavy security presence.  
 
5 June –Official governmental sources report that armed terrorist groups have attacked state 
buildings and police centers in the town of Jisr al-Shughour in the Idlib province. 
 
6 June – The Syrian Official News Agency (SANA) reports that armed gangs have killed 120 
policemen in an ambush in the town of Jisr al-Shughour. 
 
9 June –Russia and China announce that they will oppose a US-backed UN Security Council 
resolution on Syria.  
 
12 June: The Syrian army takes control of the town of Jisr al-Shughour. The government 
stated that it is trying to restore order after 120 security personnel were killed in the town.  
 
16 June: The OHCHR presents its preliminary report on the situation in Syria at the Human 
Rights Council’s seventeenth session. In the report the High Commissioner, Navi Pillay, 
expresses grave concern about the deterioration of the human rights situation in Syria and 
renews calls for allowing access to the Fact-Finding mission in the country.  
 
17 June: According to the UNHCR, the number of refugees in Turkey fleeing from north-
western Syria is at 9’600. 
 
20 June : The Syrian President addresses the nation in a one-hour speech at the Damascus 
University in which he promises to initiate a process of "national dialogue" and a series of 
economic and political reforms.  
 
21 June: The Syrian state news agency (SANA) reports that Syrian President has ordered a 
new general amnesty for all crimes committed in the country until 20 June. Syrian authorities 
organize a tour around Jisr al-Shughour for diplomats.  
 
22 June: Syrian Foreign Minister Walid al-Muallem states that al-Qaeda might be behind 
some of the violence in the country.  
 



24 June: “Friday of Lost Legitimacy” (ججممععةة ففققدداانن االلششررععييةة): according to the Turkish foreign 
ministry, the number of Syrians sheltered in Turkey reached 11,739. The EU expands its 
sanctions to include three Iranian Officials. 
 
27 June:  Around 200 regime critics and intellectuals meet in Damascus to discuss strategies 
for peaceful transition to democracy in Syria.  
 
1 July: “Friday of Departure” (ججممععةة االلررححييلل): large-scale demonstrations are reported in 
various parts of the country. There are reportedly a million demonstrators in Hama, making it 
the largest single demonstration so far since the unrest began.  
 
7 July:  Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon calls on the Syrian authorities to “stop their bloody 
crack-down on protesters” and to allow access to the United Nations to assess the Human 
Rights situation in the country.  
 
8 July: “Friday of No Dialogue” (ججممععةة االلللااححوواارر): hundreds of thousands attend a 
demonstration in the city of Hama, which according to some estimates reached 500’000. The 
French and British ambassadors to Syria visit the city. The Syrian government condemns the 
visit.  
 
11 July: Supporters of the Syrian president attack the French and US embassies. The US 
secretary of state condemns these attacks and states that President Assad had “lost 
legitimacy.” 
 
12 July: Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon and the Security Council condemn the attacks 
against the British and French embassies in the Syrian capital Damascus. 
 
15 July: “Detainees’ Freedom Friday” (ججممععةة ااسسررىى االلححررييةة):  hundreds of thousands 
demonstrate in various parts of the country including Hama, Aleppo and Damascus.  
 
20 July: Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon calls on the Syrian government “to stop repression 
immediately” and urges all sides to refrain from violence. 
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