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Navigating Civil Legal Issues



https://law.marquette.edu/community/lost-law

't you cannot afford an
attorney...




One will NOT be appointed for
vour civil legal matter.




| might be evicted for not paying rent even though my unitis plagued with bedbugs.
| am being discriminated againstby my landlord.

| want to leave my house, my only asset, to my partner when | die.

My mother has dementiaand needs a legal guardian appointed.

| need a domestic violencerestraining order.

| thought my criminal record would be expunged, but it still appearsin a record search.
Should | file for bankruptcy?

| am not receiving any child support payments.

My dismissed eviction case is preventing me from securing a new apartment.

| paid the roofer but he did not finish the job. | was ripped off.

My employer did not pay me for time worked.

What happensto our debts if we get divorced?



Selecta \©
character.

Spend 15 minutes exploring your character’s legal
problem and possible solutions.



https://law.marquette.edu/community/lost-law

Reflection

Who were you?
What were you facing?
What was hardest?

What would have made your character’s path

easier?
What surprised you?

What feelings did you have as you went through
this?

What did you learn?




What is Civil Legal Aid?




EVERYBODY KNOWS SOMEONE
WITH A CIVIL JUSTICE PROBLEM

Civil justice problems are common and
numerous. Judges decide whether a child
will live with her parents, whether a family
can stay in their home, and whether a
medical debt is really owed.



ALL for Civil
RISE Justice

MOST PEOPLE IN CIVIL COURT N
CASES DON'T HAVE A LAWYER A
Mm l I

In three of four civil court cases, one or
both sides are there without legal help,
often because they can't afford to pay

an attorney.
Y Finding yourself alone

in court is now the rule,
not the exception.



ALL for Civil
RISE Justice

THE WEALTHY AND THE
REPRESENTED HAVE THE
COURTROOM ADVANTAGE

Millions of Americans lose their cases in
court, not because they've done
something wrong, but because they don't
have the legal information or help they
need to effectively make their case.



ALL for Civil
RISE Justice

OUTDATED COURT SYSTEMS
COMPOUND THE HARM

Complex courtroom procedures are a
barrier to justice for people without
representation. Courts and bar associations
have been slow to modernize and simplify
their rules, giving the advantage to those

with lawyers.



#CivilJusticeCrisis

FUNDING FOR CIVIL LEGAL AlD
|S GROSSLY INADEQUATE

Civil legal aid organizations are part of the
solution to the civil justice crisis, but lack of
funding means they are staffed with less
than one attorney for every 10,000
low-income Americans.

(TS

Overwhelmed with cases, civil
legal aid organizations must
turn away half of the eligible

people who seek their help.




ALL for Civil
RISE Justice

EVERYONE SHOULD KNOW
WHEN THEY HAVE A
CIVIL JUSTICE PROBLEM

A top reason people don't get legal help? They
don't know their problem is legal in nature and
may have a legal solution. Let's break down the
knowledge barriers to civil justice.

Information in Plain Languac
Self Help Centers
Data Collection & Research

Training for Judges & Lawyetr



TECH INNOVATIONS CAN BALANCE
THE SCALES OF CIVIL JUSTICE

Online information and court forms, self-help
apps, video meetings, and more can connect
people with the help they need for their civil

justice problems, when they need it,and in a

form they can use.

TECHNOLOGY SOLUTIO

VVVVYV



ALL for Civil
RISE Justice

POLICY MAKERS HAVE KEY
ROLES IN REFORMING THE
CIVIL JUSTICE SYSTEM

To make civil courts more accessible, we must make
policy reforms: For example, courts and legislatures
can modernize and simplify court procedures. Bar
associations can update law practice rules.

&

POLICY SOLUTIONS:

Updated Law Practice F
Right to Counsel

Modernized Court Proc



ALL for Civil
RISE Justice

WE ALL CAN WORK TOGETHER TO
SOLVE THE CIVIL JUSTICE CRISIS

Teachers, librarians, doctors, nurses, and human
service providers are working together with
courts and lawyers to solve the civil justice
problems of people they serve.
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Libraries
Health Care Providers
Schools

Government Agencies



ALL for Civil
RISE Justice

MORE — AND MORE DIVERSE -
FUNDING CAN HELP ADDRESS
THE CIVIL JUSTICE CRISIS

Organizations that help people resolve their civil
justice problems are woefully under-funded.
Government and private funders together can share
the burden of new investments in civil justice.

)

S

Government Investmen
Private Donations

Foundation Funding



Credits

Lostin the Law was developed by Marquette Law School and the Milwaukee
Justice Center with digital development by the Digital Scholarship Lab at
Marquette University.

The informational graphics on slides 8-17 were developed by All Rise for Civil
Justice, a project of Voices for Civil Justice: https://allriseforciviljustice.org/

Thanks to the countless law students, legal aid attorneys, and other who
supported and development of this project, including the folks at Legal Action of
Wisconsinand the New Leaders Council Wisconsin Chapter.

For more information contact the Marquette Law School's Office of Public
Service at publicservicelaw@marquette.edu.
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