
5th Annual Restorative Justice Initiative Conference

Successes and Challenges
Milwaukee Safe STREETS PROJECT

Tuesday, November 11, 2008

By Jerry Her, 8th grade, Hmong American Peace Academy
My hero is my sister because she’s always there and she is there whenever I need something.



8:30 to 9 a.m.  •  REGISTRATION 
Continental breakfast will be served.
 

9 a.m.  •  Welcome 
Master of Ceremonies, Mike Gousha  
Distinguished Fellow in Law and Public Policy  
Marquette Law School

Joseph D. Kearney 
Dean and Professor of Law
Marquette Law School

The Honorable Tom Barrett
Mayor
City of Milwaukee

The Honorable Steven M. Biskupic 
United States Attorney
Eastern District of Wisconsin

Justice Janine P. Geske (ret.) 
Distinguished Professor of Law
Marquette Law School

RJI Safe Streets video premier
 
9:45 a.m.  •  KEYNOTE ADDRESS

Professor David M. Kennedy
Director of the Center for Crime Prevention and Control 
Professor of Anthropology
John Jay College of Criminal Justice
New York City

  
10:45 to 11:45 a.m  •  PANEL DISCUSSION 
Milwaukee Safe Streets Project
Moderated by Mike Gousha

Keith Burns, Managing Partner, Ernst & Young, LLP, and 
Greater Milwaukee Committee

Paulina de Haan 
Community Coordinator, Police District 2 
Marquette Law School

10:45 to 11:45 a.m  •  PANEL DISCUSSION, continued 

William Lipscomb 
United States Attorney’s Office 
Eastern District of Wisconsin, Criminal Division

J. Allen Stokes 
Executive Director 
Inner City Redevelopment Corporation

11:45 a.m.  •  Presentation of student ART, 
essay, AND DVD award winners

Ron Johnson 
Community Coordinator, Police District 5 
Marquette Law School

Sigrid Dynek 
RJI Community Volunteer

Noon  •  LUNCH
A complimentary box lunch will be provided.

1:15 p.m.  •  ANATOMY OF A MURDER IN MILWAUKEE 
Moderated by Mike Gousha

Mary Kay Balchunas and Cassandra Cassandra will tell 
their personal stories of having to survive the murder of their 
sons.

Dr. Mallory O’Brien will give an overview of what the 
Milwaukee Homicide Commission has learned about 
homicides in the city over the last three years.  

2:30 p.m.  •  STARFISH AWARD AND PANEL DISCUSSION: 
Unsung Urban Heroes

The conference will conclude with the presentation of the Urban 
Unsung Heroes “Starfish Awards.” This award will recognize 
three individuals who have gone unrecognized for their service, 
compassion, and leadership in the community. We thank the 
Greater Milwaukee Foundation’s Make-a-Difference Fund, STEP 
Fund, and Anonymous Fund for making this monetary award 
possible honoring the winners for their vital contributions to the 
city of Milwaukee. 
 
3:30 p.m.  •  Closing comments

Janine P. Geske

The conference will feature a keynote address by Professor David M. Kennedy, Director of the Center for Crime Prevention 
and Control and Professor of Anthropology at John Jay College of Criminal Justice in New York City. From 1993 through 2004, 
Kennedy was a senior researcher and adjunct professor at the Program in Criminal Justice Policy and Management, Kennedy 
School of Government, Harvard University. His work focuses on strategies for assisting troubled communities. He has written and 
consulted extensively in the areas of community and problem-solving policing, police corruption, and neighborhood revitalization. 
He has performed field work in police departments and troubled communities in many American and foreign cities.

k e y n o t e  s p e a k e r

milwaukee safe  STREETS project

S c h e d u l e



John Schneider
	
John Schneider is a well-respected 
playwright, actor, and director. In 
addition to his accomplishments in 
Milwaukee’s theater community he is 
also a faculty member of Marquette 
University’s Performing Arts Department. 
His most recent theater accomplishment 
is the founding of Project Non-Violence. 
Project Non-Violence is a program that 
works with Milwaukee’s inner-city youth 
by creating an opportunity for them to 
create, write, and produce plays. These 
plays are performed at Boys & Girls 
Clubs of Greater Milwaukee with one 
performance being open to the public. 
The project, now in its third season, 
allows these youth to be exposed to 
theater training, have an outlet for 
expression, build strong work ethics, 
and develop valuable friendships. The 
message of Project Non-Violence is that 
negative behaviors lead to violence 
and that this violent behavior is not 
an acceptable option. John’s sense 
of passion and understanding for our 
youth has helped Milwaukee’s young 
people to discover untapped talents 
while empowering them to address and 
present solutions to the violence that is 
affecting our entire community. 

Donald Jackson
	
In 2000, after 32 years of putting his 
life on the line to respond to fires and 
accidents, Donald Jackson retired as an 
assistant chief for the Milwaukee Fire 
Department. In addition to his service 
to the fire department, in the early 
1990’s, Donald started the Augusta 
M. LaVarnway Boys & Girls Club in an 
effort to positively influence the lives of 
low-income, at-risk youth. Donald, or 
“Chief” as the kids he works with call 
him, works tirelessly with the Keystone 
Club, a program that teaches leadership 
skills and community involvement 
to teenagers. Chief also started the 
LaVarnway Credit Union, which helps to 
educate inner-city youth on how to save 
and manage money. Chief also provides 
the youth from the LaVarnway Boys & 
Girls Club with golf lessons, a sport that 
is rarely accessible to them. 

Chief’s contribution to the LaVarnway 
Boys & Girls Club is immeasurable. He 
has been an active volunteer at the club 
for over 18 years, spending on average 
20-30 hours a week there. Because 
Chief comes from a similar background 
as the youth who are involved with the 
LaVarnway Boys & Girls Club, he serves 
as living proof that these members can 
become community leaders themselves. 
He does not volunteer for any personal 
gains, rather his commitment to our 
youth is done simply because he has 
an endless passion for helping young 
people. Chief’s commitment to our youth 
has already positively influenced the lives 
of many young men and women who 
have successfully acted on his advice, 
guidance, and support. 

Al Hegwood

Al Hegwood is a native Milwaukeean 
and a Vietnam veteran of the Army 
Special Forces. He has been a certified 
caseworker since 1976, and has always 
been employed in programs that 
advocate healthy lifestyles for youth, 
mainly in the mental health field. Some 
of his past employment positions include 
being a case manager at LaCausa, Inc. 
in the Crisis Nursery Satellite program, 
human services technician at SDC’s 
Family Crisis Center, and a Foster Care 
case manager at the Department of 
Human Services. Since 1998, Al has 
been employed by the Safe and Sound 
program as a community partner. As a 
community partner he has helped to 
fight crime in some of Milwaukee’s most 
challenged neighborhoods through the 
development of block clubs. Al works 
with residents, block clubs, and law 
enforcement to improve Milwaukee’s 
neighborhoods. Specifically, his work in 
helping to build the block club on 4th 
and Keefe in Milwaukee has helped to 
clean out most of the gang bangers and 
significantly reduce crime. Al’s active 
involvement with our community has 
allowed him to become a resource for 
others in helping to combat crime in 
Milwaukee.
 

S TAR   F I S H  A W ARD 

There was a woman who was out for a walk on the beach along the ocean. In the distance, she sees a child 
repeatedly bending, picking something up, and throwing it into the water as the tide receded. She gets closer 
and sees that there are thousands of starfish lying on the beach under the hot sun, dying. She again looks at 
the little boy and realizes he is trying to throw the starfish back into the water to save them. She approaches 
him and says, “What are you doing? Don’t you see that there are thousands of starfish here and that you 
cannot make a difference by throwing a few back into the water?” He bends down, picks up another starfish 
and says, “Makes a difference to this one.”



P l a n n i n g  C o m m i t t e e

Sue Andrew
Ellen Brostrom
Kevin Croninger
Denny Darmek
Paulina de Haan
Carol Dufek
Sigrid Dynek
Janine Geske

Jill Bohn Heller
Ronald Johnson
Judy Jorgensen
William Katt
Courtney Kelbel 
Mary Pauly Lacy
Mary Jo Layden
Meredith Lewis

India McCanse
Brigid Miller
Steve Schultz
Corinthia Van Orsdol
Christine Wilczynski-Vogel
Yolanda Toral Zeider

We gratefully acknowledge the support of our donors.

t h a n k s  t o  o u r  DONOR     S

M Sue and Louie Andrew 
M Ellen Bostrom
M Sigrid Dynek
M Janine Geske and Mike Hogan
M

M Harley-Davidson Motor Company
M Jill Bohn Heller
M Judy Jorgensen
M Mary Pauly Lacy

M William G. Ladewig
M The Honorable Leah M. Lampone (retired)
M Kevin Lyons
M McDonald’s Restaurants  
    of Southeastern Wisconsin
M Corinthia Van Orsdol
M V&J Foods

Gimbel n Reilly n Guerin n Brown

M A special thank you to Anonymous Fund, Make-a-Difference Fund, and STEP Fund from the        
    Greater Milwaukee Foundation who funded the Starfish Awards.

Marybeth Budisch
The Honorable Louis Butler
Doris Heiser
Margaret Henningsen

Anne Berleman Kearney 
Judy Keyes
Sheldon Lubar
Terry Perry

s t a r fis   h  s e l e c t i o n  c o m m i t t e e

a r t ,  e ss  ay,  a n d  D V D  A W ARD    wi  n n e r s

Essay Winners
1st Place: Patrick McLinden 
Neighborhood Hero
A. E. Burdick
6th grade

 
2nd Place: Samuel Hutchins 
Community Hero
Riverside University High School
12th grade

3rd Place: Yarelik Arellano 
My Neighborhood Hero
St. Josephat Parish School
8th grade

Art Winners
1st place: Jerry Her 
My hero is my sister because 
she’s always there and she 
is there whenever I need 
something.
Hmong American Peace Academy
8th grade
 
2nd place: Ge Vang
My grandpa is my hero.
International Peace Academy
9th grade
 

3rd place: Cha Yang
My hero is my dad. At first I  
was confused and lost. Then  
he showed me and opened  
my eyes.
International Peace Academy
9th grade

Honorable Mention DVD
Kyle Johnston 
Alex Navarre
Alex and Kyle visit the V.A.
A.E. Burdick
7th grade 

Honorable Mention Art
Mai Vang Thao
My hero is the one who makes 
a big part of my life. She helps 
me through my bad times and 
always makes me feel safe.
International Peace Academy
9th grade



2008 Safe Streets Report Card 
 

Originating from Mayor Tom Barrett’s 2007 Common Ground Milwaukee Summit, the Safe 
Streets Initiative has enjoyed tremendous success in 2008 in the project’s three core areas. We 
are pleased to provide the following results from Police Districts 2 & 5:  
 
Law Enforcement  

 Law enforcement agencies (the District police, the Anti-Gang Unit, the Intelligence Unit, the Vice 
Unit, the U.S and District Attorney’s Offices and others) have become better aligned creating 
stronger communication, increased intelligence, resulting in more arrests and convictions of violent 
crime;  

 
 Two “take downs” by law enforcement of gangs on the north side: the Vice Lords at 1st and Keefe 

(50+ gang members were federally indicted) and the “Nash Street Boys”: 19th and Nash (40 gang 
members were federally indicted); 

 
 Over all, shootings in the city are down by 7% (425 in 2007 to 394 in 2008) and homicides are 

down by 31% (91 in 2007 to 63 in 2008).  
 
Community Engagement/Prevention  

 In districts 2 & 5, Community Coordinators have met with more than 150 neighborhood groups, 
community based organizations, faith and business leaders, public officials, schools, residents, 
offenders and crime victims to secure partnerships for the Safe Streets project;  

 
 As part of the restorative justice model, Community Coordinators have held a total of 37 

Community Circles with more than 400 participants in 20 different locations. Ninety-one 
offenders attended Circles and were put on notice by the community as well as provided with 
resources to assist in their re-entry.  

 
 Two district-wide “Call-In” sessions were held with more than 150 participants. North and south 

side offenders were targeted in these critical meetings, led by the Mayor, the Chief of Police, the 
Deputy U.S. Attorney, the District Attorney and others. Participating offenders were given an 
ultimatum of ending their criminal behavior or being severely prosecuted. Community members 
put offenders on notice and also provided resources and support in exchange for them turning 
away from crime.   

 
Corrections 

 Ninety-one offenders re-entering the community participated in Restorative Justice Community 
Circles;  

 
 Of those, there is an 88% non-recidivism rate since the Safe Streets Initiative began;  
 
 Community resources offered to returning offenders have included: case management, needs 

assessments, job training, alcohol and drug treatment, driver’s license recovery, scholastic (GED 
and HSED) opportunities and employment.  











LAW SCHOOL

Name	 _______________________________________________________________________		
	     	

Address ______________________________________________________________________		
						          

E-Mail Address ________________________________________________________________		
						    

Phone (H) ________________________________ (W) ________________________________

I/we pledge a total gift of  q $500   q $100   q $75   q $50   q $25   q Other $_____________	
to Marquette University Law School, designated to the Restorative Justice Initiative. (2484)

q  Gift Enclosed. Please make your check payable to Marquette University Law School
q  Please charge this gift to    q  Visa    q  MasterCard    q  Discover    q  American Express
q  Please charge $ _______________	  per month for 	 _______ months
    	 Credit Card #_______________________________________Exp. Date _____________
   	 Signature _______________________________________________________________
			   (required for credit card/debit/pledge)
q  Multiyear pledges are appreciated

Total amount pledged $	_____________	  
To be paid in  ____________equal installments, beginning _________________Month/Year
Please send reminders    q  Monthly    q Quarterly    q Annually

Matching Gift Company										        
	 q  Form Enclosed	 q  I will obtain form from my employer and send it to Marquette

Thank you for your support. Your gift is tax deductible as allowed by law.  
For additional information, please contact Christine Wilczynski-Vogel at (414) 288-3167 or  
christine.wv@marquette.edu.  

Please return to:
Marquette Law School
Sensenbrenner Hall
Attention Christine Wilczynski-Vogel
PO Box 1881
Milwaukee, WI  53201-1881                                                                        

	 Yes! I want to support the 
	 Restorative Justice Initiative

Please contact me regarding   q Estate Planning/Bequests    q Gifts of Securities

					   
					   
	      09N1LW01
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