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Marquette Law

When Father Wild asked me to serve as
the interim dean of the Law School, I

was honored to have the opportunity to fol-
low in the footsteps of Dean Howard
Eisenberg. Howard was a remarkable man and
certainly the greatest advocate that the
Marquette University Law School could have
asked for. He was also a mentor and a dear
friend. I share his passion for the Law School,
public service and those who are disadvan-
taged or in need. I, too, share his enthusiasm
for promoting Marquette’s distinct Jesuit
identity and mission. Like Howard, I will 
continue to work at improving the national
prominence of the Law School while strength-
ening the School’s relationships with its 
alumni. My goal is to continue Howard’s 
legacy during the time that I will serve as
interim dean. 

I am excited to see that many of you are
doing your part to continue Howard’s legacy
as well. One of my first tasks as interim dean
was to create a committee, chaired by
Professor Joseph Kearney, that would organize
the numerous memorials that have been sug-
gested to honor Howard. On behalf of
Howard’s family and the Law School, I thank
all or you who have proposed and supported

these generous tributes.
Our School

I am happy to report that the law school is
doing well. We have received approximately
1,300 applications—a 32% increase over last
year’s applications—and we are expecting an
incoming class of around 180 full-time and 40
part-time students.  As a result of the increase,
the average LSAT median has gone up two
points from last year to 156 (top 70th per-
centile).  The average grade point average
remains a strong 3.39.  

Our Students

We have put several initiatives into place
over the last two years to attract highly quali-
fied students, particularly minority students
and those who live outside of Wisconsin.
While we need to continue to work very hard
at creating a more diverse student body, the
Law School has taken several steps in the right
direction. We have developed a feeder school
relationship with Florida A&M University,
known for its significant minority student
population.  In addition, we have developed a
diversity task force within our alumni associa-
tion board to address this issue. 

Initiatives to aggressively solicit out-of-state 
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Howard Eisenberg, dean of the Marquette University Law School, passed away on Tuesday, June 4 at St.
Luke's Medical Center. He suffered a mild heart attack on May 23. He was readmitted to the hospital
Monday, June 3. He was 55. After his passing, Robert A.Wild., S.J., appointed Janine Geske as the inter-
im dean of Marquette University Law School.

continued on page 8
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Nancy C. Rogers, administrative assistant to the dean, presented
the following for Law School Dean Howard B. Eisenberg on
Thursday, June 6, 2002, at Temple Menorah.

Howard hired me as his administrative assistant in
July of 1996, a year after he became dean at Marquette
Law School. 

When I arrived in the main office of the Law School
for my interview, I was announced to Howard and he
came out to greet me. As we walked to his office, he
told me I had failed my first test, but come in and we
would talk. Needless to say, my heart took a dip and I
wondered how I could have blown the interview
before it even began. The test was that his door to the
hall was open but that I had walked right by it. This
was my introduction to his open door policy and his
sense of humor. 

As in any new job, I felt overwhelmed with the depth
and breath of the work and the boss. After about a
month I went to him and said that I felt like I wan-
dered into a new land where I didn't know the lan-
guages -- the academic, Marquette’s and the legal --
and that I didn’t have a road map. He smiled that
quirky smile and said not to worry, that we would
make the map together. And so we did. 

I enjoyed catching him unexpectedly with small prac-
tical jokes...On one occasion when he was on a fund-
raising trip in Florida with Father Wild, he e-mailed
me to send him the evening transcription by overnight
mail so that he could proof it, then return it to me so
that it would be ready upon his return for his signature
and mailing. 

I read the e-mail and thought to myself, “Howard,
relax. You are in Florida and should have some time to
sit in the sun and read a good book.” With the bless-
ing of Associate Dean Shirley Wiegand, who helped
with the shopping, I did send him an overnight early
morning delivery that included a racy novel, a bottle
of suntan lotion, and a small bottle of booze as well as
a T-shirt. I did not include the transcription. I e-mailed
him that the package would be at the front desk by
8:30 a.m. in plenty of time to attend to and be ready
for the next appointment with Father Wild. 

The next morning, I had an e-mail message from a
UPS inspector informing me that the package I had
sent to Howard Eisenberg had the appearance of a
bomb and had to be destroyed. Furthermore, it was

against federal law to ship booze overnight, so I could
be expecting a call from the FBI, probably a prison
term of three to five years and a $400 charge to the
UPS account. At this point my heart was racing and I
thought how foolish I had been and why didn’t I just
do my work and leave all else alone. 

The last paragraph of this e-mail said that they didn’t
know who this Howard Eisenberg was, but he must be
a big slob as the muscle shirt was a size 3X. It was
signed I.M. Stern, UPS Inspector, but really Howard
B. Eisenberg, dean and professor of law. 

This was the kind of humor we shared and what
made working with him unique. We never talked
about these events. I would just find a shiny red apple
on my desk or a candy bar on my keyboard. His way
of letting me know that he too enjoyed this exchange. 

Much has been written and said about Howard’s
commitment to pro bono legal work. 

Let me share some things that you might not know
about Howard and this work. He answered every single
letter he received from a prisoner -- even when he
couldn’t provide representation. In many cases the
correspondence was on-going, providing some legal
advice, sending a published opinion, words of encour-
agement, or offering a prayer for a sick relative...Letters
of hope to the hopeless. 

Most of these letters are from men and women in
Wisconsin prisons but other states are represented as
well. They fill a four-drawer file cabinet and are fondly
referred to as his pen pals.* 

He did the typing of each and every letter and enve-
lope, purchased the stamps and all the office supplies
for this work. He personally covered the cost of all col-
lect calls from prisoners. He never blurred the lines
between this pro bono work and Marquette
University. I admired this integrity. It spoke volumes
to me of who he was. 

For those of you here from the legal community who
said you wish there was something you could do, there
is. Carry on Howard’s pro bono work. There is an
immediate need for attention to several cases and a
four-drawer file cabinet of people who would like to
know that they will not be forgotten. 

In the words of Robert Lewis Stevenson, “A man is a
success who looked for the best in others and gave the
best he had.” This was Howard Eisenberg.               • 
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remembering Howard

Howard Eisenberg joined Marquette as Law School dean in July
1995 after an extensive legal career. After receiving his law degree,
Eisenberg clerked for Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Horace
Wilkie from 1972 until 1978, when he became chief State Public
Defender in Wisconsin and wrote the current State Public Defender
statute. 

"Howard will be forever remembered on campus as a mentor to
law students, a prophetic voice for justice, a generous colleague
and a tremendous leader of our Law School," Marquette University
President Robert Wild, S.J., said. "He was also a very good friend
to many of us, and his counsel, his humor and his human touch
will be dearly missed. Quite simply, he was both a superb legal
professional and a splendid human being." 

A native of Chicago, Eisenberg was born Dec. 9, 1946. He earned
a bachelor's degree from Northwestern University, where he grad-
uated Phi Beta Kappa, and he earned a law degree from the
University of Wisconsin. 

In 1978, Eisenberg was named executive director of the National
Aid and Defender Association in Washington D.C. He served as
professor and director of clinical education at the Southern Illinois
University School of Law in Carbondale, Ill., from 1983 to 1991.
Eisenberg joined the University of Arkansas at Little Rock in 1991
and served as dean and professor of law until he joined Marquette. 

Eisenberg was a member of the District of Columbia, Illinois  and
Wisconsin Bars. He argued more than 300 appellate cases before
state and federal courts, including two cases before the U.S.
Supreme Court. His extensive writing and teaching experience
included the areas of criminal law, professional responsibility and
appellate advocacy. He also taught dozens of continuing legal edu-
cation programs about criminal procedure, legal ethics, elder law
and civil rights. 

Within the legal community, Eisenberg was a member of the
Wisconsin Board of Bar Examiners from 1996 to 2001 and served
as chair of the board during 2001. He was immediate past chair of
the Appellate Practice Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin and
served as chair of the Seventh Circuit Rules Advisory Committee
since 1998. He was also a fellow of the American Academy of
Appellate Lawyers, the Wisconsin Law Foundation and the
American Bar Foundation. 

This year, Eisenberg was appointed chair of a special commis-
sion to advise the Archbishop of Milwaukee on issues relating to
sexual abuse by priests in the Catholic Church. The Governor of
Wisconsin had also appointed him to co-chair a special committee
to recommend changes to the Wisconsin corrupt practices act. 

Among Eisenberg's many honors are the Outstanding
Achievement Award from the governor of Illinois in 1989 for his
work in combating elder abuse and the first Walter J. Cummings
Award in 1992 as the outstanding court appointed attorney in the
Seventh Federal Judicial Circuit. He received the award a second
time in 2002. Eisenberg also received several awards recognizing
his commitment to pro bono legal services. 

"Howard did not leave to others the responsibility to have a posi-
tive impact on our community," Father Wild said. "He was available
always to help others, especially the poor and underserved who
benefited from his extensive pro bono work. I can think of no bet-
ter role model for students at a Jesuit university. Howard had a
habit of responding quickly and affirmatively whenever his exper-
tise was sought—as it was so often by state and local agencies
and leaders." 

Eisenberg is survived by his wife, Phyllis; a daughter, Leah; two
sons, Nathan and Adam; his parents; and other family members. 
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What follows on the next four pages are excerpts from remembrances and eulogies offered to honor
Howard Eisenberg, who served as dean of the law school from 1995 until his passing this June.  They offer
a glimpse of a man whose faith, unrelenting belief in the human spirit and strength of character will make
all whose lives he touched better for knowing him.

he looked for the best in others

The Eisenberg family and Marquette University have established The Howard

and Phyllis Eisenberg Fund at the Law School to provide stipends for 

students participating in pro bono legal work. The fund will also contribute to

"loan forgiveness" for those students who pursue a career in public interest law

upon graduation. Donations to the fund can be made by calling (414) 288-7090.

*Howard’s pen pals still

need to be tended to. If

you would like to receive

an appointment , please

contact Nancy Rogers at

414.288.5958.



Janine P. Geske, distinguished professor of law, presented the fol-
lowing eulogy for Law School Dean Howard B. Eisenberg on
Thursday, June 6, 2002, at Temple Menorah, 

We are here today to honor Howard B. Eisenberg:
loving husband to Phyllis, devoted father to Nathan,
Adam and Leah, loyal son to Margie and Herman,
superb dean of the Marquette University Law School,
dedicated professor of law, community and bar leader,
champion for justice for the underprivileged and disad-
vantaged, appellate attorney extraordinaire, friend and
ally of the poor, students, faculty, administrators, staff,
lawyers, clients, rabbis, priests, political leaders and the
entire human community.

How do I begin to talk about “our” Howard? I have
to say “our” because he belonged to the hundreds of

people here today and to the thousands of other peo-
ple whose lives he touched in his much too short 55
years on this earth. If you knew Howard Eisenberg,
you are a better person now than before you met him.
He called each one of us to a higher level of service,
integrity and excellence. To know Howard was to know
a true hero. 

What we now know is that Howard was on temporary
loan to all of us from God. He showed us all how to
truly live a faith-filled life in a complicated and often
troubled world. Howard, in his now famous speech
entitled “What’s a Nice Jewish Boy Like Me Doing in a
Place Like This?” (referring to Marquette University
Law School), wrote: 

Bringing God into our daily lives and our daily work does
require that His message change how we conduct ourselves,
every day, in every situation. How do we interact with our
colleagues, with our staff, with our opponents? What lan-
guage do we use? Do we go out of our way to do pro bono
work, to help the needy, to listen to those who have problems?
Living a spiritual life must become “business as usual” for
each of us, Jew or Gentile, Christian or Muslim. We each
bring to our work our experience and our religious faith and
that is of critical importance, but our faith and religious value
system must transcend work as lawyers, as teachers, as judges
and extend to all persons of good will. If we succeed in doing
this, we will have advanced God’s Will and our individual
faith. Our clients, our colleagues, our students and society will
be better served. We will be better and more effective attorneys
and altogether better human beings.

Foremost, Howard taught us how to speak the truth.
In that same speech he talked about the need for peo-
ple to have the courage to speak the truth. He said,
Some things are considered ‘politically correct’ which are
morally wrong or intellectually foolish. Neither Abraham,
Moses, Jesus Christ nor St. Ignatius were politically correct.
None of those men were apologists for the status quo. It is nec-
essary—essential—to take moral stands and stick to them in the
face of those who favor political convenience, relative truth or
a least common denominator code of ethics.

No one in this room can doubt that Howard lived up
to his words. He was a preacher who always told it like
it was. We always knew where Howard stood and what
he believed. 
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to know howard was to know a true hero

...a giant of a man

Howard cared as much about the lives
of his clients as he did their legal issues.
In looking through his files, I found this
letter I want to share with you. Howard
answered a letter from a client in the
Supermax Correctional Institution in
November of last year. His letter reads: 

You have spent your life trying to understand
things. With great respect, it hasn’t really got-
ten you very far. It is not possible to under-
stand everything and sometimes the frustra-
tion and anger we feel, trying to understand
everything, can cause enormous damage. If I
dwelled on everything, and everyone I didn’t
understand, I would be paralyzed -- unable to
function. 

You are in the harshest prison in the state,
and that sucks. You know that and I know
that. It is easy for me to say move on, but, in
reality, you are in for a life of misery if you
dwell on things you don’t understand. You
can’t undo your crimes nor change how many
people in the free society think about convict-
ed felons. You can’t change how some correc-
tional officers think and act. You can’t control
anyone but yourself. Unless you get control of
those things you can control, you are going to
live a short and even more unhappy life. 

I am a lawyer, not a philosopher or a priest,
but I have spent my adult life representing
convicted felons, from serial killers to spies to
prostitutes. Those who spent their time in
prison looking backwards were miserable and
usually ended up dead or back in prison short-
ly after they were released. Those who looked
forward did better while confined and had a
better life on the street when released. 

Thank you for remembering me in your
prayers, I can use all the help I can get. 

Very truly yours,
Howard B. Eisenberg

...Although we all loved the many
things that Howard accomplished, we
also worried about his long hours and
workload. So many of us tried to tell
Howard to slow down, not work so hard,
not take on so many pro bono cases or
so many community service projects. He
always nodded and then responded that
much work needed to be done. In
speeches to law students Howard always
told them to "Do well and do good." I
believe that Howard was driven by a spir-
itual force greater than any of us, who
told him to do lots of good on this earth.
We knew that he believed with a passion
in the importance of all of his work. He
never could turn away an opportunity to
do more good for someone else. 

...Howard will be remembered for many
wonderful things. He has changed all of
us because of the integrity and commit-
ment with which he led his professional
and private life. We will miss his practical
jokes and humor, his love of family and
friends, his devotion to a loving God,
and his ability to accomplish so much in
so little time. We will miss his leadership,
his mentoring, and his commitment to
justice. Most importantly we will simply
just miss Howard, our friend. 

When I have talked to people in the last
two days, they describe Howard as their
hero, a giant of a man, or a man with a
heart and soul so large that his generosity
and kindness had no end. We loved and
respected Howard for his honesty and his
integrity. We all grieve today because he
shared that heart with all of us. We can-
not believe that that generous, kind,
good heart could have stopped so sud-
denly. But we now have an obligation to
keep his heart beating in all of us. I will
tell you what Howard would have told
you, “Stop talking about me! Do well
and do good.” •

remembering Howard

Howard Eisenberg

was my hero....not

because we shared

everything.  Howard

was Jewish, a

Democrat, and, 

perhaps most 

importantly, a Chicago

Cubs fan.  I am

Catholic, a Republican,

and, certainly most 

importantly, a Chicago

White Sox fan.  

No, Howard was my

hero because I admired

him for the way he lived

his life.  Though he 

possessed a terrific

sense of humor, he

approached his 

responsibilities—many

of them assumed 

voluntarily and at great

cost—with a seriousness

of purpose.

—Joseph D. Kearney,

Associate Professor of Law

Law School reading room
named for Eisenberg 

The Grimmelsman Courtroom in the Law School has
been renamed in memory of Law School Dean

Howard Eisenberg. The courtroom, in which Howard
is pictured on the front cover, was recently converted

into a reading and study room and in August was
dedicated and named the Howard B. Eisenberg

Memorial Hall. The tribute is made possible through
the generosity of local attorney Robert Habush, who
donated $500,000 for the renovation of the former

courtroom. The reading and study room initially was
going to be named Habush Hall. 

"I felt that something had to be
done as a tribute to his immense

contribution not only to
Marquette Law School, but also
to the legal community and the

community at large," Habush
said of Eisenberg. "He was a

metaphor for equal justice for all,
and few people have had such a

lasting impact on lawyers young and
old. Accordingly, I came to the

conclusion that the room
which he loved so much

should bear his name as a
permanent memorial to his

greatness." 
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prospects include providing travel stipends for
highly qualified potential students who wish to
visit the Law School; obtaining the assistance
of currently enrolled students to recruit in
Atlanta, Boston, Chicago, New York,
Washington, D.C. and Los Angeles; and an
on-line application for admission. 

Scholarships, however, remain the single
most important resource available to recruit
students.  This academic year, the Law School
will award $2 million in scholarships, which is
an extraordinary accomplishment over the
$450,000 it offered five years ago.  

Our success on this front is largely due to the
many generous donations of our alumni and
friends.  The Law School has raised more than
$2 million to close out the fiscal year—over
five times the amount raised six years ago—
because of your tremendous support.  I hope
that we can continue to build upon this sup-
port, as it is essential for the continued success
of the Law School.  
Our Future

As interim dean, one of my most important priorities is continue to identify and
publicize the special nature of Marquette University Law School. We have a won-
derfully talented and accomplished faculty. I want to support them in their schol-
arship, their teaching and their community service. In this time of crisis in leader-
ship in all our institutions, our mission must be to train and nurture men and
women law students to be ethical and moral leaders in our communities. We are
successful at meeting that objective because the very special nature of this law
school and its graduates.

One of Howard’s major accomplishments was to obtain an agreement with
Marquette that gave the Law School substantial financial independence from the

carrying forward the mission

“Key responsibilities of the

dean position are vision,

external relations, fund 

raising and being a 

champion of faculty and 

students. Janine Geske fits

the task as interim. She has

proven herself in the

Wisconsin Supreme Court

and as the individual called

upon for leadership by

Milwaukee County.  Her

acceptance of this challenge

demonstrates her belief in

you and her commitment to

Marquette. It is a decision to

serve.  Fr. Wild and I thank

her for her courage and 

generosity.”

—Madeline Wake, Ph.D.
Academic Provost

janine geske

continued from page 3

rest of the University. Because of Howard’s hard work and that agreement the Law
School has been able to double the amount of faculty positions, bring salaries to
competitive levels, renovate areas of the physical plant, and offer competitive 
scholarship packages to potential students. That progress must continue.
Our Alumni

We also need to continue to enhance our relationships with our alumni. We, at the
law school are very proud of our graduates. We want to stay connected with them
because they are our friends and because their support is our lifeblood.  I look 
forward to meeting and working with our alumni, in partnership with our faculty
and students,  to strive to make Marquette Law School an even better place to 

Janine Geske
Interim Dean and 
Distinguished Professor of Law
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alumni association

During the coming year it will be
my privilege to serve as presi-

dent of your Marquette University
Law School Alumni Association.
Like most of you, I came to know our
departed Dean Howard Eisenberg fol-
lowing my years at Marquette as a
result of his tireless outreach to alum-
ni.  While serving on the board over
the past five years, I witnessed how
Dean Eisenberg demonstrated a com-
mitment to the Law School as stead-
fast as that of any alumni or student.
This energy continues through the
dedicated work of the entire Law
School community, guided through
transition by Interim Dean Janine
Geske.  However, we also need your
help to keep the Law School strong
and growing.  I hope that you will
choose to remain connected to the
Law School in one or more of any
number of ways.

You might consider serving as a
board member of the Law School’s
Alumni Association, which includes
alumni in Wisconsin and in other
parts of the nation.  Board members
support positive alumni relations and
further the mission of Marquette Law
School by: 

• acting as official representatives 
of Law alumni; 

• providing select continuing 
education programs for alumni; 

• developing and supporting social 
activities for alumni and students; 

•  assisting with student 
recruitment; 

• advising students on their legal 
careers; 

• mentoring students in their 
studies; and

•  supporting pro bono projects.  

You may be interested in organizing
events scheduled for your class as
part of the Reunion Program. The
program is currently recruiting com-
mittee members who graduated in
years ending with a “3” or an “8” for
events in 2003.  We hope that you all
will attend reunion events when it is
time for your class to join together.

Recent events have caused many of
us to reflect on the ideals, such as
fairness, truthfulness, justice and
helping others, that encouraged us to
select law as a profession.  As you
strive for those ideals, keep in mind
the individuals who are still seeking
to make their contributions to society
through the law.  The Admissions
Office always welcomes your assis-
tance in encouraging a diverse group
of prospective students to attend
Marquette Law School.  In addition,
you can support the school financial-
ly with an annual fund gift.  Finally,
we hope you will seek to hire
Marquette Law students as interns.

The talent and commitment of our
alumni are critical in helping to
shape the future of the Law School.
We will work to keep you informed
of events and opportunities at the
Law School through the magazine,
Web site and mailings.  We hope that
you will contact the Law School
today and ask how you can partici-
pate this year and in the future. 

Sincerely,

Elizabeth  Estes 

President 
Marquette University 
Law Alumni Association

Alumni Association officers: Immediate Past President,  Julie J. Darnieder; Vice President/President Elect Mark L.

Thomsen; National Board Representative Eugene O. Duffy; and President Elizabeth Estes, invite and encourage your

participation in and suggestions for events, activities and services sponsored by the association for Marquette

University Law School alumni.

Marquette Law Alumni
Association Board

President
Elizabeth Estes
Elizabeth.Estes@courts.state.wi.us 

Vice President
President Elect 
Mark L. Thomsen
mthomsen@cannon-dunphy.com

Immediate Past President 
Julie J. Darnieder
julie.darnieder@dwdglaw.com

National Board Representative 
Eugene O. Duffy
gene.duffy@wilaw.com

Student Representative
Erin Grall (L’03)

Board Members
Honorable Carl Ashley (L’83)

Larry B. Brueggeman (L’69)

William Burrrington (L’87)

Lee Anne N. Conta (L’94)

John L. DeStefanis (L’75)

Genyne Edwards (L’00)

Hon. Clare L. Fiorenza (L’83)

Michael Francis (L’01)

David L. Jorling (L’71)

Catherine LaFleur (L’88)

Michael P. Malone (L’73)

James P. Maloney (L’74)

Ramiro Manalich (L’84)

Raymond Manista (L’90)

Kate McGrane-Sargent (L’85)

R.L. McNeely (L’94)

James T. Murray (L’74)

Lee A. Riordan (L’79)

Paul Scoptur (L’78)

George K. Steil, Jr. (L’74)

Roberta Steiner (L’87)

Suzanne Strater (L’94)

Alumni are important mem-
bers of the Marquette Law
family, and we welcome your
continuing interest. We invite
you to learn what’s new by
exploring the law school’s
website at www.mu.edu/law.
We also welcome your par-
ticipation in special programs
and events mentioned in the
letter from the alumni associ-
ation president, as well as
many others throughout the
magazine.

As we move forward, the Law
School is benefiting from
strong academic and clinical
programs, an excellent facul-
ty, and a broader range of
students than ever before. We
encourage you to take
advantage of our expanded
resources.

Marquette Law students are
exceedingly well prepared for
challenging work, and we
urge you to call our Office of
Career Planning (OCP) to
post openings for clerkships
or career positions. If you are
interested in a career change,
the OCP will be happy to
provide assistance.
The cornerstone of The
Career Planning Center is
individualized counseling.
Our priority is to know and
serve students and graduates
as individuals. No two 
students or graduates are
exactly alike. Each presents
unique needs, motivations,
values, goals, practice and
geographic preferences, and
credentials. 

continuing the legacy



Marquette’s Sports Law Program
continues to enjoy success and

attracts growing numbers of students
who are interested in the popular spe-
cialization of sports law. Several years
ago, the Sports Law Alumni
Association and Alumni Board were
established. 

The Association
All  law school alumni who receive

the Sports Law Certificate or are inter-
ested in the Sports Law Program are
invited to become members of the
Sports Law Association. There is no
fee and members become part of a
growing network of former alums who
are interested in sports law. This was
done, according to Paul Anderson, JD,
associate director of the National
Sports Law Institute and Chair of the
Alumni Board, “to formally recognize
the growing number of alumni who
support the Sports Law Program.” The
Program has experienced tremendous
growth, now offering a Sports Law
Certificate, 10 courses and 10 intern-
ships. The Association, in turn, is a
vehicle for alumni to support
Marquette Law School generally and
the Sports Law Program specifically.
Alumni interested in becoming
involved with the Association can con-
tact Paul Anderson at 414.288.5816 or
paul.anderson@mu.edu. Members do
not have to have gone through the
Program.

The Board
The Board, according to Paul, “gives

an active voice to the Association.”
The Board is comprised of three com-
mittees: the management committee,
which is in charge of all Board and
Association matters including mem-

bership; the scholarship committee, which
supports the Annual Alumni
Scholarship fund; and the awards 
committee, which presents the Sports
Law Alumni of the Year Award, to an
individual who demonstrates the fol-
lowing qualities; dedication to the
Sports Law Program while a student,
contributions to the Alumni Board or
Association, contributions to the field
of sports law in general, and support
of the Institute and Sports Law
Program after his/her time as a law 
student.

The first such award was bestowed
this year to William S. Miller (L'96) who
is Executive Vice President/
Professional Sports, The Leib Group,
LLC, Mequon, WI. Bill is a founding
Alumni Board member, serving on its
Management Committee. He also is
Chair of the Sports & Entertainment
Law Section of the State Bar of
Wisconsin. 

The Program
The Sports Law Program provides the

nation’s most comprehensive offering
of sports law courses and student
internships with sports organizations
as well as opportunities to become a
member of the Marquette Sports Law
Review and the Sports Law Moot
Court team.  Our broad, well-rounded
curriculum is designed to provide
Marquette law students with both a
theoretical and a practical education
concerning legal regulation of the
amateur and professional sports indus-
tries, thereby enhancing their attrac-
tiveness to sports industry employers. 

Sports law students learn about many
specialized areas of law with general
application outside the sports industry
(eg- antitrust, labor, intellectual proper-
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sports law alumni association

if you build it, they will come
ty, federal disability discrimination
laws, etc.) and develop contract negoti-
ation, business planning, and transac-
tional skills. They also learn how several
related areas of law combine to govern
a complex industry and how courts
resolve competing policy concerns
when different bodies of law intersect.
Virtually all of the knowledge and skills
developed by students in sports law
courses and internships is readily trans-
ferable and useful in serving clients in
other industries. 

The Institute
Founded in 1989, the National Sports

Law Institute (NSLI) is affiliated with
Marquette’s sports law program. Its
mission is to be the leading national
educational and research institute for
the study of legal, ethical, and business
issues affecting amateur and profession-
al sports from both an academic and
practical perspective. It provides educa-
tional opportunities for law students as
well as current and future leaders in the
sports industry. 

The NSLI provides a national forum
for discussion and consideration of
American and international sports
issues and encourages input by persons
and organizations with a wide range of
viewpoints. The NSLI seeks to promote
a legal environment in which sports at
all levels of competition will flourish.
In an effort to achieve these goals, the
NSLI sponsors high quality national
conferences and symposia and dissemi-
nates knowledge through publication of
thoughtful scholarship in the Marquette
Sports Law Review. It also serves as a
resource for the media and public. 

As a part of Marquette University, a
Catholic Jesuit university, the NSLI is
committed to searching for truth, dis-

covering and sharing knowledge, foster-
ing professional excellence, developing
leaders, and serving those in the sports
industry. Although the NSLI will not
espouse any particular ideological view-
point, it will seek to promote ethical
and moral practices within the sports
industry as a means of furthering
Marquette University’s mission. 

Annual Alumni Scholarship 
Created in the spring of 2001, the

Scholarship is an expression of alumni
support for the NSLI, Marquette’s
Sports Law Program, and particularly
the Marquette Sports Law Review.  The
Scholarship is awarded annually to the
Editors of the Marquette Sports Law
Review. •
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National Sports Law
Institute Alumni Board

Chair
Paul Anderson, Associate
Director, National Sports
Law Institute & Adjunct
Assistant Professor
Marquette University Law
School, Milwaukee, WI
(L’95)

Secretary
Lora Kaelber, L’00

Liaison to the NSLI Board
of Advisors
Kathryn Statz, L’00

Members
Tim Baldwin, L ’00
Matthew Banker, L ’01
Tony Canedo, L’85
John Dodds, L ’85
Eryn Doherty, L ’00
Shawn Eichorst, L ’95
April Haverty, L ’99
Greg Heller, L ’96 
Brad Hoeschen, L ’01 
Scott Lascari, L ’97
Heather Mager, L ’00
Christopher Meisel, L ’94
Keith Miller, L’01
William S. Miller, L’96
Elise M. Neils, L ’95
Craig Pintens, L ’01
Brian Randall, L ’99
Kristi Schoepfer, L ’01
David Steffen, L ’98
Daniele Thompson, L ’99
James Sullivan, L ’01
Ante Z. Udovicic, L ’98
Jason Wied, L ’98
Amy Worden, L ’99

All graduates of Marquette’s
Sports Law Program are invited
to join the Sports Law Alumni
Association. This organiza-
tion’s activities are directed by
the members of the Alumni
Board who raise funds for the
Alumni Scholarship Fund, 
participate in career panels
that provide guidance and
advice to sports law students,
and support the NSLI and
Marquette’s Sports Law pro-
gram. For more information on
the Program, Institute and
Association check the Sports
Law Program's website at
www.mu.edu/law/sports/
index.html.

Paul M. Anderson is the Associate Director of the
National Sports Law Institute of Marquette University
Law School where he is an Adjunct Assistant Professor.
He is a 1995 graduate of Marquette University Law
School where he received the first Joseph E. O'Neill

scholarship for sports ethics and the founder and
Chairman of the NSLI's Alumni Board.  A 

former Editor-in-Chief of the
Marquette Sports Law Journal,
Professor Anderson is currently the
Supervisor of the Marquette Sports
Law Review, and the Editor of the
Journal of Legal Aspects of Sport.
He is the author of numerous
articles and several books
including Major League Leases:
An Overview Of Major League
Facility Leases And How They
Are Negotiated (2001) (with
William Miller).  Professor
Anderson teaches "Topics in
Advanced Legal Research -
Sports Law," co-teaches the
"Selected Topics in Sports Law
- Seminar," and has co-taught
the "Sport, Law and Society"
Seminar and taught
"Regulation of Amateur
Athletics." 

Paul Anderson, JD
Associate Director
Sports Law Institute
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of funds to assist in running the law
school,” said Louis (Louie) Andrew,
Chair of the Advisory Board.

Louie became involved with the
Board through his association with
the late Howard Eisenberg who served
as Dean of the Law School from 1995
until this June when he passed away.
“Together we came up with the idea of
having an advisory board,” said Louie.
“We had an excellent working rela-
tionship. Howard’s enthusiam was
contagious and I found it personally
gratifying to be on the Board.”

In addition to supporting the Law
School financially, the Board serves as
ambassadors of the Law School with
the goal of continuing to matriculate
quality students to Marquette, as well
as assisting with the placement of
Marquette students into the work
force. 
The Executive Committee
Within the Advisory Board, an exec-

utive committee of up to 10 members
exists. Each committee member serves
for a one-year term at the pleasure of
the Dean. This committee, also
appointed by the Dean, performs
functions and acts on behalf of the
Board between Board meetings (which
convenes three times a year).  Louie is
also the Chair of this committee as
well as Chair of the Advisory Board.

The Executive Committee, just like
the Advisory Board, is charged with
promoting the Law School in the legal
and civic communities, assisting the
Dean in solving challenges and sup-
porting public functions and activities
of the Law School.

With a busy, successful practice of
his own which takes him to all corners
of the world, Louie always seems to
find time to support the Law School,

out of affection for the school, as well
as a sense of responsibility. “Not only
did I receive an excellent education at
Marquette, but I also was on a full
scholarship the last two years that I
attended law school,” explained
Louie. “Without that scholarship, I
would not have been able to attend.
Therefore, I think it is pay back time—
and not only with financial resources,
but also with my time. That is what I
have done in the past, and plan to
continue to do.”

It is dedication such as this and from
his fellow Board and committee 
members that honors the course set
by Dean Eisenberg and follows the
tradition of excellence for which
Marquette University and the Law
School have long been known. It is
also, in part, what makes Marquette
special.

The Law School
“Marquette doesn’t simply or only

teach law,” explained Louie. “What
makes Marquette a remarkable law
school is that it is a Catholic law
school in an urban setting following
the teachings of Ignatius Loyola to
educate the whole person.” That is no
small task. “What really distinguishes
us is that Marquette teaches values
and has values of its own,” said Louie.
“You don’t just learn a trade here, you
receive a values-based education
which ultimately translates into better
citizens and better leaders for our
state and our country.”                      • 
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advisory board

Marquette University Law School
has the support of many, many

generous, influential, wonderful 
people. Among them are a special
group known as the Advisory Board,
comprised of more than 30 people

who are appointed by the dean for a
three-year term. 
The Advisory Board
“The Advisory Board’s major role is

fundraising and developing strategies
necessary to raise a significant amount

Executive Committee of
the Law Advisory Board

Chair
Louis J. Andrew, Jr.(L’66)

Vice Chair 
James F. Janz (L’64)

Members
Deborah T. Beck (L’75)
Michael M. Berzowski (L’69)
Judith Drinka (L’75)
Ralph J. Huiras (L’41)
Donald A. Levy (L’60)
Jack Skagerberg (L’81)
Joseph E. Tierney, III (L’66)

Louis J. Andrew, Jr.
Andrew Law Offices, S.C.

Fond du Lac,WI
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Joseph D. Kearney says that, when he joined the Law School faculty in the fall of
1997, he had three essential goals:  to establish himself as a teacher, to undertake

research of interest both to academics and to the bar, and to involve himself in the
public policy of the State of Wisconsin.  “I reasoned that if I did those things,” he
relates, “the rest—such as promotion and tenure—would follow in course.”  Looking
back at the end of five years, Professor Kearney says that he believes he has accom-
plished each of these goals.

He regards the teaching as always of primary importance.  It has been helpful,
Professor Kearney says, to teach in areas where he had considerable experience as a

Joseph D. Kearney
Associate Professor of Law

lawyer, such as civil procedure, admin-
istrative law, and appellate advocacy.
“I was coming off six years of practice
at Sidley & Austin in Chicago, in addi-
tion to clerking for a year each at the
Ninth Circuit and the United States
Supreme Court.  But knowing some-
thing and effectively teaching it do not
always go hand in hand.”  Whatever
Professor Kearney is doing in the class-
room seems to be working, as he was
the co-winner this year (along with
Professor Blinka) of the Ghiardi Award
given by the students for outstanding
teaching.  

This past semester, Professor Kearney
had the unusual experience of teaching
a course with his wife, Anne Berleman
Kearney, who is a lawyer in Milwaukee
(they have two young sons, Michael
and Stephen).  “It was a pretrial prac-
tice course, which Anne and I had
each taught separately before.  I told
the students the first day that we had
decided team-teaching was cheaper
than counseling,” he said with a smile.
“More seriously, I have found teaching
to be a remarkably rewarding experi-
ence.  It is very clear to me that if we
demand excellence of our students,
most of them will do all that they can
to give it to us.”

The bulk of the remainder of
Professor Kearney’s time is spent in
doing research.  He is an avid student

of the law and received tenure last
year.  He says that he tries to engage in
research that is simultaneously scholar-
ly and likely to be of interest to the
bench and bar.  An example would be
an empirical piece that he wrote with a
colleague at Northwestern University
entitled “The Influence of Amicus
Curiae Briefs on the Supreme Court,”
which appeared in 2000 in the
University of Pennsylvania Law
Review.  It attempted to measure, by
looking at every case decided by the
United States Supreme Court for a 50-
year period, whether amicus briefs
have an effect on the United States
Supreme Court.  “While it is impossi-
ble to reduce a large study to a single
sentence or two,” Professor Kearney
says, “essentially we discovered that
high-quality amicus briefs appear to
have an impact, but such things as the
number of briefs on one side as
opposed to the other do not have an
apparent effect.  While that may seem
to lawyers to be an unremarkable dis-
covery—that quality matters rather
than quantity—it is very much opposed
to what political scientists writing in
the area have largely maintained.”

More recently, Professor Kearney and
Dean Eisenberg authored a lengthy
study in the Marquette Law Review
that examined the role that the print
media play in covering judicial elec-

continued on page 18

both teacher and student of law

joseph kearney
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Consider investing your cash or appreciated securities in a charitable gift annuity with Marquette University.
Your gift annuity will support the future of Marquette’s Law School, and will provide you with an attractive 
income stream for your life. For example, if you are 70 years old, you can earn a 7.2 percent guaranteed return.
Please call the Office of Planned Giving, (414) 288-0214 or (800) 428-7940, for additional information.

tions.  He describes the article as fol-
lows: “We took all eleven contested
elections in Wisconsin in 1999—both
the Abrahamson-Rose race and the ten
contested circuit court elections
around the state—and surveyed the
newspaper coverage, keeping one ques-
tion always in mind:  would a voter
who wished to make a reasonably
informed choice at the ballot box in a
judicial election have an adequate
means for doing so based on the infor-
mation in the newspapers?”  Pressed
for an answer to the question,
Professor Kearney says that he will be
happy to send a copy of the article to
anyone interested in it.  While the case
studies came from Wisconsin,
Professor Kearney believes that the
findings will be of interest to policy-
makers across the nation in the area of
judicial selection.

Finally, Professor Kearney says that
he finds the time to engage in bar
work (he was a member and reporter of
the State Bar’s first Multidisciplinary
Practice Committee) and occasionally
in what he terms “actual lawyering”—
although he is quick to note that he
never holds himself out in the latter
context as a Marquette faculty mem-
ber.  “My philosophy of teaching and
research would not permit me to cease
doing litigation altogether,” he tells us,
“for my skills (to say nothing of my
war stories) would atrophy.”  Much of
the litigation is done on a pro bono
basis.  For example, Professor Kearney,
a graduate of St. Ignatius High School
in Chicago, has represented Marquette
University High School (which is not
affiliated with Marquette University) in
a number of contested matters over
the past several years.  “Last year I had
a case in the Wisconsin Supreme
Court for another client and a matter
for Marquette High before the
Milwaukee Board of Zoning Appeals.
I told my students that it was the
BOZA matter, and not the Supreme

Court case, that sealed my credentials
as a real Wisconsin lawyer.”  

In another case, Professor Kearney
and Dean Eisenberg represented the
interests of an octogenarian survivor of
the Holocaust before the Seventh
Circuit.  “This individual was suing the
Federal Republic of Germany, and the
Foreign Sovereign Immunities Act
essentially made the case hopeless.
But the Seventh Circuit asked the
Dean to file a brief on the individual’s
behalf, and I joined him for the pro-
ject.  We considered it a moral victory
that our brief gave Germany sufficient
pause that, at the eleventh hour, it per-
suaded the United States Department
of Justice to file an amicus brief on its
side, citing an agreement that the
United States and Germany had made
on these matters.”  

Professor Kearney helped last year to
write the winning brief in the United
States Supreme Court on behalf of the
Coeur d’Alene Indian Tribe in a dis-
pute with the State of Idaho over title
to some of the lands underneath Lake
Coeur d’Alene.  “This was only the sec-
ond time that the Court held for an
Indian tribe in a dispute with a state as
to whether Congress had granted sub-
merged lands to the tribe before state-
hood,” Professor Kearney notes.

Professor Kearney was asked whether
he had any particular message that he
would like to give to Marquette alum-
ni.  “Please tell them that the faculty is
constantly working very hard to
improve the Law School.  Even those
of us who were educated elsewhere and
who are not originally from Wisconsin
become as deeply invested in the Law
School as our Marquette colleagues.
And we never lose sight of the fact
that, along with being part of a Jesuit
institution, our teaching and our
involvement in the public policy of
Wisconsin are our historic strongholds
and must be preserved.”                    •    

continued from page 17
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My recent gift to the Law School in the
form of an annuity allowed me to
show my appreciation for my
education while I was still
alive. It was also a good
business decision. The
annuity provides a 
substantial and
steady income
for me for the
rest of my life.

—James Goodman, L ‘41

My recent gift to the Law School in the
form of an annuity allowed me to
show my appreciation for my
education while I was still
alive. It was also a good
business decision. The
annuity provides a 
substantial and
steady income
for me for the
rest of my life.

—James Goodman, L ‘41
Milwaukee, WI
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Prof. Joseph and Anne Kearney 
Kenan and Sara Kersten
Prof. John J. and Marcia Kircher 
Claude and Roberta Kordus
Thomas and Nina Krukowski
Joe Kromholz
Herman W. Ladish 

Family Foundation
Don and Jan Levy 
The Honorable Nicholas and 

Christine Lucas
David and Trina MacDougall
John and Jerrilyn Maloney
John and Dr. Lorelle Manion
Raymond and Dawne Manista
Deborah McKeithan
Prof. Katie and Hugh McManus
Dennis and Kathleen McNally
Truman and Emily McNulty 
Patrick B. Mehigan
Timothy and Sue Mentkowski
Jeanette Mett
Chas and Judy Mulcahy
John E. Multhauf
Roland M. Neumann
Thomas and Judith Obenberger 
John Vincent O'Connor
Jim Odlum
Mark and Julie Peterson
James and Mary Reardon
Garrett and Sheila Reich
Nicholas Retson
Susan J. Riordan and 

Frank C. DeGuire
Lee A. Riordan
Daniel D. Ryan, III
SBC Foundation
Jane C. Schlicht
Joseph and Sally Schoendorf
Paul and Christina Scoptur
The Honorable Patrick T. Sheedy 
Robert C. Skemp

James C. Spangler
Mr. and Mrs. L. William 

Staudenmaier, Jr.
George Kenneth Steil, Jr.
Suzanne D. Strater
Mark and Grace Thomsen
Tierney Fund,

Greater Milwaukee Foundation 
Joseph and Kay Tierney III
Donald and Betty Lou Tikalsky 
Eric Van Vugt
Gregory and Ellen Weyandt
Lawrence W. Wirth

(Alcoa Foundation)
Wisconsin Intellectual Property

Foundation

Alumni in this society graduated 
within the last nine years. Each has
contributed at least $100 for each year
since his/her graduation. Once 
alumni have reached their 10-year
reunion, an annual contribution of
$2,000 is required to be recognized as
a member of the Woolsack Society.

Mary Katherine D'Amore Donnelly, ’93 
Paul William Griepentrog, ’96 
Roberta Heckes, ’99  
R. L. McNeely, ’94 
Heather Anne McPherson, ’01 
Mathew Thomas Scodellaro, ’01 
Charles John Stransberry, Jr., ’01 
Scott Brandan Taylor, ’92
Pamela Craigo Vining, ’95
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Every effort has been made to present an accurate
and complete list. If you find an error or omission,
please contact  Jason Kraiss at  (414) 288-5285 or
jason.kraiss@marquette.edu.

Robert L. Habush

The Chadek Estate

Wylie and Elizabeth Aitken
James T. Goodman
Joseph and Mary Niebler

Ralph J. Huiras
James Kevin Kelly

Anonymous
Lynde and Harry Bradley   

Foundation
Deborah T. Beck
Julianna Ebert and Frank J. Daily
The Honorable Janine P. Geske and 

Mr. Michael J. Hogan 
Joyce Gimbel
Irene Gyzinski
Foley & Lardner
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Murray
Joseph and Vera Zilber 

Family Foundation

Anonymous
Anonymous
Corporate Practice Institute
Mary Haugh
James and Dr. Patricia Janz
Gene Posner 

John and Helen Shiely
Woolsack Society, Inc.
Loranne and Gregory Zeman

Prof. Alison M. Barnes and
Prof. Michael K. McChrystal

Robert and Darlene Berdan
Robert and Carole Bonner
Larry and Martha Brueggemann
Kristine H. Cleary and 

Peter L. Coffey
The Honorable Thomas J. Curran 
Richard S. Florsheim
William Fitzhugh Fox
Prof. James and Phyllis Ghiardi
John and Joan Grogan
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Jassak
Bruce and Priscilla O'Neill
Patricia Wendlandt Pellervo 
Philip Morris Companies, Inc.
Reinhart, Boerner, Van Deuren, S.C. 
Patrick and Holly Ryan
Joseph and Mary Ellen 

Sensenbrenner
Thomas and Nancy Strassburg
Gilbert Dennis Sedor
Mark S. Young and 

Erika M. Eaton 

Anonymous
Anonymous
Timothy J. Aiken
Arnie and Sally Anderson
Louie and Sue Andrew
James D. Beck

Richard and Dolores Berdelle 
Michael and Jan Berzowski
Barbara K. Boxer 
Joseph and Karen Branch 
John and Elizabeth Callan 
David J. Cannon
Kelly Centofanti
Donna Coenen
The Honorable and 

Mrs. John L. Coffey
Jeffrey D. Colman and

Nancy C. Loeb 
Ms. Susan Cushman
Julie and Mark Darnieder
Roxanne J. Decyk
Sandra L. DeGraw
William R. Drew and 

Mary C. Cannon
Gene and Cathy Duffy
Howard and Phyllis Eisenberg
J. Michael and Joan End
Fidelity Investments 

Charitable Gift Fund
John and Karen Finerty
Bill and Claudette Finke
Julie J. Flessas 
Harry and Mary Franke 
Jeffrey and Kathleen Fuller
The Honorable Mark and 

Charla Gempeler
Gary and Brownyn Glojek 
Robert and Toni Gorske
Beverly and Martin Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. D. Michael Guerin
Martin and Eileen Harrison 
Richard and Eugenia Hoy
Steve and Nancy Lee Kailas

$500,000 +

$200,000 +

$100,000 - $199,999

$50,000 - $99,999

$20,000 - $49,999

$10,000 - $19,999

$5,000 - $9,999

Recent Grad Giving Society

$2,000 - $4,999

thank you

The Woolsack Society is the
premier recognition society
for Marquette Law School’s
most generous donors. It rec-
ognizes those donors whose
annual gifts of $2,000 and
more provide the Law School
with money to live by. While
endowment funding—money
to grow by—is critical to the
future of the School, Woolsack
support provides the Dean
with funds to meet its greatest
current needs.

Everything done at the Law
School is intended to enhance
the education and experience
offered to students. Every
improvement made, every
faculty member attracted and
every dollar received supports
the men and women who
come to our school expecting
great things of us and great
things of themselves.

Through the generosity of our
donors, Marquette University
Law School is able to sustain
this level of excellence in faith
leadership and service. 

We thank you for your 
generosity. 

All of the individuals listed on the Honor Roll have donated $2,000 or more to the Law School 
from July 1, 2001 through June 30, 2002. This is an annual giving society. 
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Do you know of a classmate or a colleague who fits the criteria for a Law

Alumnus Award?  Nominations are now being accepted for the

2003 Alumnus of the Year, Lifetime Achievement Award and Recent

Alumnus Award.  

Award Criteria
The criteria for the Alumnus of the Year Award are dis-

tinguished professional achievement and leadership
and service to Marquette or the larger community.

The Lifetime Achievement Award recognizes an alum-
nus/na of the Law School whose career has been exem-
plary.

The Recent Alumnus Award honors a graduate of the
Law School who has graduated within the past 15 years
for outstanding professional or personal achievement. 

Nomination deadline for all awards is January 1, 2003

Past Law Alumni of the Year

Nominator’s Name (Please print):

___________________________________________________________

Day Phone: ___________________________________________________

Day Fax: ___________________________________________________

Please consider the following candidate for the:

_____ Law School Alumnus of the Year Award

_____ Law School Lifetime Achievement Award

_____ Law School Recent Alumnus Award

Name of candidate being nominated:

_________________________________________________________

Year of Law School Graduation: ___________________________________

Please mail your nomination by January 1, 2003 to:

Marquette University Law School Awards Program
P.O. Box 1881
Milwaukee,WI 53201-1881

If  you prefer to e-mail, please include the above information in a letter to
christine.wv@marquette.edu.

1971 Prof. James D. Ghiardi
1972 Charles L. Goldberg
1973 Hon. Andrew W. Parnell
1978 Frank C. DeGuire
1979 Frederick A. Muth, Jr.
1980 Hon. John L. Coffey
1982 Victor A. Miller
1983 John A. Kluwin
1986 Hon. Victor J. Manian
1987 Joseph J. Zilber
1990 William R. Drew

1991 Hon. Terence T. Evans
1992 John A. Fiorenza
1993 Hon. Janine P. Geske
1995 Hon. George A. Burns, Jr.
1996 Jeffrey A. Kaufman
1997 Hon. Patrick T. Sheedy
1998 Deborah T. Beck
1999 Hon. Russell A. Eisenberg
2000 Frank J. Daily
2001 Michael M. Berzowski
2002 James F. Janz

Call for nominees
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campus notes 

Marquette team wins Fourteenth Annual Ruby R. Vale Interschool Corporate Moot Court Competition

From March 14-17, 2002, the Widener University School of Law Moot Court Honor Society hosted the 14th
Annual Ruby R. Vale Interschool Corporate Moot Court Competition on its Wilmington, Delaware campus. The
2002 competition was comprised of teams from 17 different law schools. 

All teams participated in three preliminary rounds; the highest combined brief and oral argument scores deter-
mined the eight teams to advance to the quarter final round. 

The winner of the 2002 Ruby R. Vale Interschool Corporate Moot Court Competition was Marquette University
Law School, comprised of Chris Avery, Tara Plewe, and Andrew Strnad.

Faculty advisor and associate professor of law Edward Fallone said that everyone stands to gain by participating
in Moot Court competitions. “Competing, and especially winning or seeing their classmates succeed, demon-
strates to Marquette students that they can practice law at level with grads from Ivy League schools. It gives them
confidence and shows them that if they work hard and prepare, they can become as capable a lawyer as anyone
out there,” he said. 

Winning a competition of this caliber also reflects well on the Law School,  demonstrating the quality of a
Marquette law education and earning national recognition for the accomplishment of our students.
Congratulations to the students and Professor Fallone on earning this esteemed national award. 

moot court

James Janz was honored by
the University and Law

School this spring as the
2002 Alumnus of the Year
for his distinguished profes-
sional achievement and
leadership and service to
Marquette and the larger
community.

He is the chief operating
officer, administration and
finance, for Zilber Ltd. and
the Towne Group of
Companies, diversified real
estate development and
asset management compa-
nies with corporate offices
in Milwaukee and regional
operating offices in Arizona,
California, Florida, Hawaii,
Nevada and Texas. Jim has
served as an executive offi-
cer and director of various
operating affiliates of the
Towne Group, including
Elaine Powers Figure Salons,
Job Lot-Pushcart, Unicare
Food Services, Unicare
Health Facilities, Union
Prescription Centers and
Wisconsin Toy and Novelty.
He has served as director of
several commercial banking
concerns and currently
serves on the Associated
Bank Directors’ Advisory
Board and on the boards of
Universal Mortgage Corp.
and the Joseph and Vera Zilber Family Foundation. He is a long-time supporter of Marquette with special interest in
the Law School, the School of Education and athletics through membership in the Minuteman Club, Tip-Off Club,
the Blue and Gold Directors Club, the Law School Advisory Board and Marquette University’s 1881 Society. 

Interim Dean and Distinguished Professor of Law Janine Geske said, “We honor Jim Janz as the Law Alumnus of
the Year because he personifies the best in our graduates—a lawyer who has demonstrated excellence in his career
while generously and humbly sharing his time and talents with the community at large as well as with Marquette
University. We are very pleased to be able to recognize this great man for his many accomplishments and for his 
dedication to the mission of this institution.”                                                                                                       •

James Janz, L ’64
Distinguished Alumnus in Law
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“It’s my turn.” That was
Joe Niebler’s instant
response to why he and
his wife, Mary, recently
contributed $100,000 to
the Law School to estab-
lish the Joseph C. Niebler
Sr. and Mary Ellen
Niebler Scholarship.
“The people who came
before me provided me
with financial assistance
in the form of scholar-
ship during law school,”
explained Joe. “And now
it’s my turn to be part of
the continuum.”

Devoted advocates of
private education (as evi-
denced in the fact that all five of their children have degrees from Marquette and that his children represent a fifth generation of
Nieblers who earned MU undergrad degrees), the Nieblers established this scholarship in hopes that someone would be provided
a chance, just as he was. 

His reasons for their generosity are manyfold. “Mary and I felt that we have been blessed and this is one way we can show our
gratitude and pay back a little of our good fortune.” He also explained that they feel strongly that we are all merely stewards of
our possessions and that we all have an obligation to give, to share whatever we are blessed
with—be it money, or time or talent. It also is their way, he said, of helping to ensure that
the tradition of excellence is maintained. “Marquette is one of the most important
institutions to our city and state,” he said, “It gives us conscience, character and a
tremendous amount of talent. We would not be the same community without
Marquette University.” •

campaign 
update

Joe Niebler, Sr., L ’68
Niebler & Muren, S.C.
Brookfield,WI


