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or the past and the future.” That is
the succinct explanation of Adrian P.
Schoone, L’59, for his recent gift of $105,000 to
support faculty research and scholarship concerning Wisconsin law. “I arrived at Marquette
fifty years ago from modest circumstances in
rural Harrison, Wisconsin. The assistance and
education that Marquette provided have never
been far from my mind. Although I have sought
to repay it in the past, I wished to do so emphatically again.” Mr. Schoone is a trial lawyer who
handles personal injury claims and business litigation for Schoone, Leuck, Kelley, Pitts & Knurr,
Adrian P. Schoone, L’59
Racine, Wisconsin
S.C., located in the Village of Mount Pleasant in
Racine County. He is a past-president of the State
Bar of Wisconsin (1983-84), past member and chairperson of the Wisconsin Judicial Commission, and past member and
chairperson of the Board of Attorneys Professional Responsibility, now called the Office of Lawyer Regulation.
As for the particular focus of the gift, Mr. Schoone explains that he settled upon it after discussions with Dean Joseph D.
Kearney. “I am impressed with Dean Kearney’s intellect, energy, and vision for the future of Marquette University Law School.
I want to help ensure that, even as the school continues to gain a measure of national recognition, it will provide critical and
independent analysis of developments in Wisconsin law.” Dean Kearney underscores the significance of the gift. “This is a
leadership gift,” notes Kearney. “We are committed to enhancing our regional and national standing, as occurred most
recently under Dean Eisenberg. It is essential that, as we do this, we also preserve and expand our historic stronghold,
which is our involvement and integration with the bar and the public policy of the State of Wisconsin. Mr. Schoone’s gift
will help to ensure this.” •
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Dear Fellow Alumni:
In last year’s special issue of the Marquette
Law Review commemorating the late Dean
Howard B. Eisenberg, our new dean, Joseph D.
Kearney, calls on all Marquette Law alumni “to
make known our ideals and communicate our
spirit.” Under Dean Eisenberg’s leadership,
alumni were inspired to work to achieve social
justice—not just personal success; they were
challenged to consider public service—not just
corporate responsibility; and they were encouraged to think about and respect others—not
just themselves. Simply put, Dean Eisenberg
compelled each of us to be the “very best in
our profession.”
I believe that we as lawyers, and Marquette
lawyers in particular, have the responsibility to
play vital roles in keeping the fabric of our
ordered liberty intact. It is only by active participation in the institutions of our free society
that we preserve the legal structure we call
“American democracy,” which is rooted in the
rule of law. Dean Eisenberg reminded us that if
all people are not at the table and actively participating, our way of life is not sustainable.
Active participation is critical in all facets of
life. This includes maintaining a common bond
with our alma mater. Thus I consider it a privilege to serve on the Law Alumni Association
Board. I suggest that the challenge for all
Marquette Law alumni this year and especially
for members of the Law Alumni Association is
to take an active role in the Law School by personally supporting the endowment for the
Howard and Phyllis Eisenberg Fund. This fund
was established to help lighten the loan burden
for students pursuing public interest law.
Please join in this endeavor, which not only
will sustain the ideal of active participation
but also allow us to continue to “communicate
our spirit.”

While I encourage your support on behalf of
this important endowment, let me remind you
that the Marquette University Law Alumni
Association supports you by promoting positive
alumni relations and the mission of the Law
School through the work of the following
standing committees/associations. Descriptions
of each can be found on the webpage:
• Communications Committee
• Diversity Committee
• Public Interest Law Society (PILS) Auction
Committee
• Nominations Committee
• Awards Committee
• ACAN Mentor Program Committee
Your Law Alumni Association works for you
and your alma mater. If you are interested in
learning more about committee opportunities,
alumni relations, or fundraising, please contact
either:
Jason Kraiss, Director, Development,
(414) 288-5285 or
jason.kraiss@marquette.edu; or
Christine Wilczynski-Vogel, Assistant Dean,
External Relations
(414) 288-3167 or
christine.wv@marquette.edu
In addition, go to http://law.marquette.edu to
check the Law School and Law Alumni home
pages for information about various events,
including reunions, lectures, and other special
activities.
On behalf of the Law Alumni Association and
your alma mater, we look forward to seeing you
soon!
Mark Thomsen, L’87
President
Marquette University
Law Alumni Association Board
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State Bar president addresses students

P

art of the traditional welcome and orientation for
entering Marquette law students is the Dean’s Address.
In addition to delivering his own remarks to the new firstyear students, in which he welcomed them to Marquette, to
law school, and to the legal profession, Dean Joseph D.
Kearney also invited the President of the State Bar of
Wisconsin, R. George Burnett, to speak to the students.
Dean Kearney came to this idea when Professor Thomas J.
Hammer, L’75, recalled how impressed he had been in 1972
when State Bar President (and now-Judge) Thomas J.
Curran, L’48, played a similar role in welcoming the new
students. Excerpts of President Burnett’s remarks follow:
Remarks of R. George Burnett to Entering
Marquette Law Students
Good morning. I consider it an honor to have been invited to
speak to you today. This is a memorable day for you. It is the
beginning of a new career in a new profession that will hopefully last you for thirty, forty, or even fifty years into the future. At
the same time, it puts considerable pressure on someone in my
position, for I feel an obligation to say something commensurate with the occasion, something that will be memorable,
something that you will think back upon in those future
decades. I must confess, however, that that will probably not be
the case. I expect that I will tell you nothing profound, and
probably nothing that you
have not heard before.
Nevertheless, let us give it
a try.
Your life in the next
few days, weeks, and
months—indeed, the
next few years—will
focus on parochial concerns. If you are like
most, your thoughts will
center on what you are
doing one day and what
you need to be doing the
next. That is good,
because you will be hon-

26

ing your talents and learning how to succeed in this great profession. For you time will be a luxury. You will have little time
for deep contemplation or great thoughts.
But despite the importance of your task and the press of your
responsibilities, I ask that you remember from time to time why
we are here, why those who founded this great country conferred so much trust and responsibility on the legal profession.
And, more specifically, I ask you to remember that the guiding
principle that underlies all our work is a simple one: Every
person counts for something.
You will soon find, if you do not know already, that this very
simple principle underlies our entire Bill of Rights, indeed, our
entire system of justice. It is the notion that underlies the right
to free speech, the right to freedom of religion, the right to a
jury trial, and all those other rights that our system of justice
secures.
Soon you will be reading the great cases in the law. One of
those cases that I expect you will read is Gideon v.
Wainwright. It is the case that established that everyone has a
constitutional right to a lawyer’s representation in felony cases,
regardless of the defendant’s ability to pay. But what you will
not read in the Gideon case is how it made its way to the United
States Supreme Court.
The story goes like this. Clarence Gideon was convicted in a
rural Southern court and sent to prison. He had no lawyer at
his trial because he could not afford to pay for one. After the
case worked its way through the appellate courts, Gideon petitioned the United States Supreme Court. Gideon believed—no,
he knew—that his modest petition would be read and considered by nine United States Supreme Court justices. Consider
such a case, where a barely literate inmate in a Southern prison
can scrawl out a petition and have it read, much less heard, by
the United States Supreme Court. There is no better proof that
our system of justice takes very seriously the principle that every
person counts for something. . . .
So I say, let that principle guide you in your career and, no
matter what you do or where you practice, you will not fail.
On behalf of the 21,000 members of the State Bar of
Wisconsin, I wish you great success in your future studies, and
welcome you to our great profession. Good luck and God
bless. •
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Dear Fellow Alumni:
In last year’s special issue of the Marquette
Law Review commemorating the late Dean
Howard B. Eisenberg, our new dean, Joseph D.
Kearney, calls on all Marquette Law alumni “to
make known our ideals and communicate our
spirit.” Under Dean Eisenberg’s leadership,
alumni were inspired to work to achieve social
justice—not just personal success; they were
challenged to consider public service—not just
corporate responsibility; and they were encouraged to think about and respect others—not
just themselves. Simply put, Dean Eisenberg
compelled each of us to be the “very best in
our profession.”
I believe that we as lawyers, and Marquette
lawyers in particular, have the responsibility to
play vital roles in keeping the fabric of our
ordered liberty intact. It is only by active participation in the institutions of our free society
that we preserve the legal structure we call
“American democracy,” which is rooted in the
rule of law. Dean Eisenberg reminded us that if
all people are not at the table and actively participating, our way of life is not sustainable.
Active participation is critical in all facets of
life. This includes maintaining a common bond
with our alma mater. Thus I consider it a privilege to serve on the Law Alumni Association
Board. I suggest that the challenge for all
Marquette Law alumni this year and especially
for members of the Law Alumni Association is
to take an active role in the Law School by personally supporting the endowment for the
Howard and Phyllis Eisenberg Fund. This fund
was established to help lighten the loan burden
for students pursuing public interest law.
Please join in this endeavor, which not only
will sustain the ideal of active participation
but also allow us to continue to “communicate
our spirit.”

While I encourage your support on behalf of
this important endowment, let me remind you
that the Marquette University Law Alumni
Association supports you by promoting positive
alumni relations and the mission of the Law
School through the work of the following
standing committees/associations. Descriptions
of each can be found on the webpage:
• Communications Committee
• Diversity Committee
• Public Interest Law Society (PILS) Auction
Committee
• Nominations Committee
• Awards Committee
• ACAN Mentor Program Committee
Your Law Alumni Association works for you
and your alma mater. If you are interested in
learning more about committee opportunities,
alumni relations, or fundraising, please contact
either:
Jason Kraiss, Director, Development,
(414) 288-5285 or
jason.kraiss@marquette.edu; or
Christine Wilczynski-Vogel, Assistant Dean,
External Relations
(414) 288-3167 or
christine.wv@marquette.edu
In addition, go to http://law.marquette.edu to
check the Law School and Law Alumni home
pages for information about various events,
including reunions, lectures, and other special
activities.
On behalf of the Law Alumni Association and
your alma mater, we look forward to seeing you
soon!
Mark Thomsen, L’87
President
Marquette University
Law Alumni Association Board

All rights reserved

law.marquette.edu

MARQUETTE LAW ALUMNI
ASSOCIATION BOARD
President
Mark L. Thomsen (L’87)
mthomsen@cannondunphy.com
Vice President/
President Elect
Catherine LaFleur (L’88)
CAL@hallingcayo.com

Thank you
for placing
stamp here

Immediate Past President
Elizabeth Estes (L’94)
Elizabeth.Estes@courts.state.
wi.us
National Board
Representative
Julie J. Darnieder (L’78)
julie.darnieder@dwdglaw.com

LAW SCHOOL

Board Members
Rosa Barillas (L’96)
Larry Brueggeman (L’69)
Rodney Carter (L’90)
John DeStefanis (L’75)
Hon. Martin “Joe”
Donald (L’88)
Genyne Edwards (L’00)
Hon. Clare Fiorenza (L’83)
Michael Francis (L’01)
Maria Gonzalez Knavel (L’93)
Therese Henke (L’94)
David Jorling (L’71)
Thadd Llaurado (L’86)
James Maloney (L’74)
Hon. Ramiro Manalich (L’84)
Raymond Manista (L’90)
Patricia McGowan (L’89)
Kate McGrane-Sargent (L’85)
R.L. McNeely (L’94)
Lee A. Riordan (L’79)
Roberta Steiner (L’87)
Suzanne Strater (L’94)

Thank you
for placing
stamp here

Marquette University Law School
Advancement
P.O. Box 1881
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881

law.marquette.edu
Fall/Winter 2003

Marquette Law

•

Fall/Winter 2003

Marquette University Law School
Office of Admissions
P.O. Box 1881
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881

Student Representative
Daniel Stich (L’04)

Printed by The Fox Company

2

Marquette University Law School
Alumni Relations
P.O. Box 1881
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881

27

table of contents

University Administration
Rev. Robert A. Wild, S.J.

alumni association

Thank you
for placing
stamp here

President

Marquette Law
3 dean’s column

Madeline Wake

Provost
Gregory J. Kliebhan

Senior Vice President

Law School Administration
Joseph D. Kearney

4 smart classroom dedication

Dean and Professor of Law
joseph.kearney@marquette.edu
(414) 288-1955

Matthew Mitten

8 lawyer, teacher, scholar
11 government lawyer profiles

Associate Dean for Academic Affairs and
Professor of Law
Bonnie M. Thomson

Associate Dean for Administration and
Registrar
Peter K. Rofes

Director of Part-Time Education and
Professor of Law
Paul Katzman

Assistant Dean for Career Planning

14 alumni notes and features

Christine Wilczynski-Vogel

Assistant Dean for External Affairs
christine.wv@marquette.edu
Jason Kraiss

18 honor roll of donors

Director of Development Programs
jason.kraiss@marquette.edu

Marquette Law is published by
Marquette University Law School.

24 campus news
27 alumni association news

Please send address changes to:
Marquette University Law School
Office of Alumni Relations
Sensenbrenner Hall
P.O. Box 1881
Milwaukee, WI 53201-1881
Phone: (414) 288-7090
Law School Fax: (414) 288-6403
http://law.marquette.edu
Andy Haas Schneider, Jour ’84

Designer • Editor
andyhaas@wi.rr.com
www.andyhaasdesign.com

On the cover: Alumnus Ralph Huiras, L’41, partner at Huiras,
Farrell & Antoine SC Law Offices in Port Washington, generously
sponsored two “smart” classrooms at the Law School. Read
remarks from the ceremony dedicating Room 325 this past August
as the Law School reconfigures for the future of legal education.
Story begins on page 4.

John Nienhuis

Photographer
www.johnnienhuis.com
Copyright 2003 Marquette
University

Dear Fellow Alumni:
In last year’s special issue of the Marquette
Law Review commemorating the late Dean
Howard B. Eisenberg, our new dean, Joseph D.
Kearney, calls on all Marquette Law alumni “to
make known our ideals and communicate our
spirit.” Under Dean Eisenberg’s leadership,
alumni were inspired to work to achieve social
justice—not just personal success; they were
challenged to consider public service—not just
corporate responsibility; and they were encouraged to think about and respect others—not
just themselves. Simply put, Dean Eisenberg
compelled each of us to be the “very best in
our profession.”
I believe that we as lawyers, and Marquette
lawyers in particular, have the responsibility to
play vital roles in keeping the fabric of our
ordered liberty intact. It is only by active participation in the institutions of our free society
that we preserve the legal structure we call
“American democracy,” which is rooted in the
rule of law. Dean Eisenberg reminded us that if
all people are not at the table and actively participating, our way of life is not sustainable.
Active participation is critical in all facets of
life. This includes maintaining a common bond
with our alma mater. Thus I consider it a privilege to serve on the Law Alumni Association
Board. I suggest that the challenge for all
Marquette Law alumni this year and especially
for members of the Law Alumni Association is
to take an active role in the Law School by personally supporting the endowment for the
Howard and Phyllis Eisenberg Fund. This fund
was established to help lighten the loan burden
for students pursuing public interest law.
Please join in this endeavor, which not only
will sustain the ideal of active participation
but also allow us to continue to “communicate
our spirit.”

While I encourage your support on behalf of
this important endowment, let me remind you
that the Marquette University Law Alumni
Association supports you by promoting positive
alumni relations and the mission of the Law
School through the work of the following
standing committees/associations. Descriptions
of each can be found on the webpage:
• Communications Committee
• Diversity Committee
• Public Interest Law Society (PILS) Auction
Committee
• Nominations Committee
• Awards Committee
• ACAN Mentor Program Committee
Your Law Alumni Association works for you
and your alma mater. If you are interested in
learning more about committee opportunities,
alumni relations, or fundraising, please contact
either:
Jason Kraiss, Director, Development,
(414) 288-5285 or
jason.kraiss@marquette.edu; or
Christine Wilczynski-Vogel, Assistant Dean,
External Relations
(414) 288-3167 or
christine.wv@marquette.edu
In addition, go to http://law.marquette.edu to
check the Law School and Law Alumni home
pages for information about various events,
including reunions, lectures, and other special
activities.
On behalf of the Law Alumni Association and
your alma mater, we look forward to seeing you
soon!
Mark Thomsen, L’87
President
Marquette University
Law Alumni Association Board
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or the past and the future.” That is
the succinct explanation of Adrian P.
Schoone, L’59, for his recent gift of $105,000 to
support faculty research and scholarship concerning Wisconsin law. “I arrived at Marquette
fifty years ago from modest circumstances in
rural Harrison, Wisconsin. The assistance and
education that Marquette provided have never
been far from my mind. Although I have sought
to repay it in the past, I wished to do so emphatically again.” Mr. Schoone is a trial lawyer who
handles personal injury claims and business litigation for Schoone, Leuck, Kelley, Pitts & Knurr,
Adrian P. Schoone, L’59
Racine, Wisconsin
S.C., located in the Village of Mount Pleasant in
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