LAW SCHOOL NEWS

National Recognition and Major
New Support Fuel the Law School’s

Pro Bono Initiatives

ou’ve been doing great work. Now do more.
That’s the happy if challenging state of Marquette

Law School’s Office of Public Service, the result of two
developments this past June.

First, the Ray & Kay Eckstein Charitable Trust made
a $3 million gift to Marquette University to create an
endowment to support the Law School’s Office of
Public Service (OPS) and the Marquette Volunteer
Legal Clinics (MVLCs), which are a core part of the
work of OPS. The gift further includes a challenge
to Marquette to raise $2 million by the end of June
2027. If the challenge is met, the Eckstein Trust itself
will donate an additional $2 million, bringing the total
endowment to $7 million.

Second, the American Bar Association (ABA)
announced that Marquette Law School is receiving
the organization’s 2026 Pro Bono Publico Award
in recognition of the MVLCs and the Law School’s
commitment to serving low-income and disadvantaged
people. This is only the fourth time that the award
program, which began in 1984, has recognized the
work of a law school.

In its citation for the national award, the ABA
said, “The Marquette Volunteer Legal Clinics . . . have
developed into a lifeline for unrepresented litigants
facing civil legal challenges. From modest beginnings
in 2002, handling just 106 client visits, the MVLCs have
grown exponentially, recording 6,160 visits in 2025
alone. . . . [P]ro bono programs like the MVLCs both
serve as a legal aid ecosystem and engage with legal
aid providers, helping ensure that individuals seeking
assistance do not fall through the cracks.”

Building on the Eckstein legacy

The Eckstein gift has particular resonance for the
Law School. The law school building is named, of
course, in honor of the late Ray and Kay Eckstein,
who in 2007 made the lead gift of $51 million to
support the project. Dean Joseph D. Kearney praised
the legacy of the Ecksteins and the way their family is
continuing to support Marquette.

“Throughout my relationship with Ray and Kay,
they wanted one thing from us at Marquette,” Kearney

said. “They wanted excellence. We met that challenge
in the concept, design, and construction of Eckstein
Hall, which since its opening in 2010 has been
acclaimed across the country.”

Kearney expects the new gift from the Ray & Kay
Eckstein Charitable Trust to support continued and
increased excellence in the Law School’s pro bono
program. “It is all about advancing the Marquette
University mission,” Kearney said. “The Law School’s
work of educating legal professionals who rely on
their knowledge, skills, and values to serve people in
need is an important example of developing ‘men and
women for others, in the longstanding Jesuit phrase.”

The growth of pro bono services

The Law School created the Office of Public
Service 20 years ago, partly to help secure a legacy
of Howard B. Eisenberg, the Law School’s late dean,
who himself had modeled public service and pro
bono work before his death in 2002. Yet Kearney, his
friend and successor as dean, who led the creation
of OPS in consultation with the faculty, nonetheless
regards the key development as not having been an
administrative initiative from the dean’s office during
either Eisenberg’s or his own tenure.

Rather, it was a group of women graduates
and students, such as Julie Darnieder, L'78, Tanner
Kilander, L'02, and Bridget Kenney McAndrew, L'02,
“who imagined and launched” the first Marquette
Volunteer Legal Clinic in 2002, Kearney said.
“Howard’s and my principal contribution to the MVLCs
has been to help channel and support the work of
extraordinary lawyers and students.”

In the almost 25 years since the first clinic
opened, pro bono and public service work has
become a hallmark of the Law School’s identity and
the experience of students. More than 70 percent of
Marquette law students take part in pro bono work
each year, and half of them graduate wearing an
honor cord that reflects their having performed 50 or
more hours of pro bono legal work.

Along with the students, some 250 lawyers
volunteer every year, many but not all Marquette
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Marquette Law School'’s Office of Public Service includes (left to right) Katie Mertz, L'11, director of public service; Mindy Schroeder, part-time program

assistant; Angela Schultz, assistant dean for public service; Joshua Hernandez, L'22, assistant director of the Marquette Volunteer Legal Clinics; and Maggie

Klatt, part-time program assistant.

graduates. The leadership of alumni has continued

to be essential, as in the 2013 proposal by an alumni
couple, Frank Daily, L'68, and Julie Ebert, L'81, to

fund the creation of the Mobile Legal Clinic in honor
of their law partner, Michael Gonring, L'82. The

Posner Foundation, remembering Gene Posner, L'30,
and his wife, Ruth, and led by their grandson, Josh
Gimbel, a Milwaukee lawyer, has provided substantial
operational support for the Office of Public Service for
more than a decade and a half.

Generally, the volunteer legal clinics offer brief
legal advice sessions to a wide range of low-income
individuals and those with special needs. About
40 percent of the people present family and safety
issues, a quarter have housing needs, and one in five
have debt or other money problems.

Angela Schultz, assistant dean for public service,
said estate planning may strike some as not a
widespread need among low-income people. In fact,
helping people secure titles to their homes, often a
family’s sole asset, and address other estate-related
questions often proves to be valuable. “It can begin
to preserve a form of generational wealth among
community members previously without access to
such planning,” Schultz said.

Over the years, from the one original 2002 location,
the MVLCs have expanded. They now include the
Mobile Legal Clinic and a location in the Milwaukee
County Courthouse’s Milwaukee Justice Center, which
is a partnership among the Milwaukee County Clerk of
Courts, the Milwaukee Bar Association, and Marquette
Law School. Other locations are the House of Peace
on Milwaukee’s north side; the United Community
Center, serving especially the Hispanic community on
Milwaukee’s south side; and the Milwaukee County
Veterans’ Service Office, just to the city’s west. And,
for a “silver lining” legacy of the pandemic era, the
MVICs offer Zoom clinics reaching across the State of
‘Wisconsin.

Schultz, grateful for the ABA award, is especially
excited about the gift from the Eckstein Trust, assuring
that the Law School’s Office of Public Service will stay
strong and can even expand its efforts.

Katie Mertz, '11, director of pro bono and public
service, who has worked with Schultz in OPS for more
than a decade, said that a guardianship clinic will be
offered during the 2026-2027 school year and efforts
will increase to build partnerships with the legal
community and the business community.

Continued on page 6
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Schultz said that while the Office of Public Service
oversees help for thousands of people each year and
while its reach has begun to extend to almost all of
Wisconsin (68 out of 72 counties in recent years), there is
a great need to do more. “We are so far from meeting the
need,” she said.

From student to colleague

Joshua Hernandez, L'22, wants to help advance
the Law School’s efforts. In July, he joined Schultz and
Mertz, becoming the third lawyer in the Office of Public
Service. Working alongside them are program assistants
Maggie Klatt and Mindy Schroeder. Hernandez is assistant
director of the Marquette Volunteer Legal Clinics. His
hiring was made possible by Daily and Ebert’s longtime
support for OPS and the new gift from the Eckstein Trust.

Hernandez’s personal story reflects a good deal about
the Marquette Law School of the past several decades.

A native of Texas, he had a big interest in sports and
worked in the athletics department at The University of
Texas at Austin for three years after graduating from the
university. That sports affinity drew him to Wisconsin—
to enroll at Marquette Law School, with its nationally
prominent sports law program, in 2019.

But he also had a strong interest in helping people
through the public service program. “I jumped in as
soon as possible,” said Hernandez, who joined fellow
students and volunteer lawyers in the family forms clinic
at the Milwaukee Justice Center in the Milwaukee County
Courthouse. He did 300 hours of pro bono work as a law
student and won the Milwaukee Bar Association’s pro
bono publico student award in 2021.

After graduating from the Law School in 2022, he
joined the Reinhart Boerner Van Deuren law firm
in Milwaukee, working in employee benefits and
institutional investment services. But he continued to
be active in volunteer legal work.

As soon as he saw the posting for the new position
in the Law School’s public service office, Hernandez
responded. “I was looking for the next step in my
development,” he said. And he already knew the office
has “an amazing staff that is doing amazing things.”

Now he is part of growing the reach and strength of
the pro bono efforts. His duties will include helping lead
the work of the Mobile Legal Clinic, a van-based program
that travels to underserved areas in Milwaukee. He is
also aiming to increase community engagement with the
services the office offers.

A national award, a new endowment, and an
expanded office—quite the set of developments as OPS
celebrates its 20th anniversary and the MVLCs approach
their 25th. Yet the focus is on the journey ahead. B

Distinctive Routes
Lead New Faculty
to Marquette

ometimes it’s not a straight line that leads you to a good
destination.

That’s the case for each of three new faculty members at
Marquette Law School this fall. As much as each is enthusiastic
about arriving at the Law School, none of them made it to
Eckstein Hall on a nonstop ticket. An indirect, even complicated
route has delivered each of them, eager to be part of the law
school community.

Aaron Hernandez returns to Marquette
The closest to a simple path is Aaron Hernandez. A 2013
Marquette Law graduate, he immersed himself in the Law
School’s sports law program from the time he arrived as a
law student, after getting an undergraduate degree from the
University of Notre Dame. He was successful in pursuing
a career in sports law. He spent six years working for the
National Collegiate Athletic Association, where he focused on
enforcement operations in football. In 2019, he took a position
at Arizona State University, where he became executive director
of the Allan “Bud” Selig Sports Law and Business Program at the
Sanda Day O’Connor College of Law.
He maintained strong connections with Marquette Law
School, taking part in programs for current students every
year except during the 2020 pandemic period. He received
Marquette’s Charles W. Mentkowski Sports Law Alumnus of the
Year award in 2019.
Hernandez, a native of El Paso,
Texas, says he felt “firmly entrenched”
at Arizona State. “I wasn’t looking
for a job. I was quite content.”
Then the Law School approached
him about returning to Marquette
and becoming the director of the
National Sports Law Institute (NSLD),
based at the school. Paul Anderson,
associate professor of law and
director of the Sports Law
Program, was prepared to
give up his NSLI title to
recruit his former student.
Hernandez says he
considered the move for
nine months, talking
with people in the sports
world and consulting
with what he called his
informal “board” for

Aaron Hernandez
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career advice. The feedback was unanimous: “This is
Marquette” and he should say “yes.” “The cachet, the
credibility of the program, is the best in the world,”
Hernandez says.

So he has returned, as associate professor of
practice and head of the NSLI. And he is excited
about the opportunity for him—and, more so, the
opportunities ahead for the institute. This semester
he is teaching with Professor Matt Mitten, one of his
mentors, who has stepped down as executive director
of the NSLI but is remaining as a member of the
full-time faculty and serving as senior advisor to the
institute.

Hernandez says he wants the institute to continue
to do its “amazing work,” even while it seeks to raise
further the Law School’s national profile. Working
with Mitten and Anderson, he wants Marquette to be
recognized as “the first stop for everything sports law
related.”

Life lessons shape José Giron's
commitment to the law and others
José Girén traces his commitments to working on
criminal justice issues and to increasing respect for
others to his childhood in Colombia, a time when
violence and extreme disorder were a part of daily
life. The country was “traumatized by the struggles
to be governed by and to live by the rule of law,” he
says.
Girén’s family moved to Florida when he was
six. He graduated from the University of Southern
California and from Yale Law School. He served as a
law clerk to Judge Stephanos Bibas of the U.S. Court
of Appeals for the Third Circuit, for whom he has
immense respect—“the best man I know,” Girén says.
“The most lasting lesson he taught me was how to be
a wonderful mentor.”
After several years practicing in Washington, D.C.,
in the appellate and Supreme
Court practice at Covington &
Burling, Gir6n was looking
to be involved in teaching.
He had never been to
Milwaukee, but when
Marquette Law School posted
an opening for an assistant
professor of law, focusing
on teaching criminal law
and procedure, the
opportunity strongly
appealed to him.
Growing up
and into his
professional
life, he was
boosted by
people who
believed
in him and

José Giron

mentored him. He wants to do likewise for others at
Marquette. “I'm fortunate that this desire of mine is
so congenial to the mission of this Jesuit institution,”
Girén says. “I can’t believe my luck.”

Another important goal: cooling the emotions
that divide people. “The world can’t be painted as a
canvas in black and white,” he says. He wants to be
an advocate for tolerance and respect through rigor
and humility, while teaching students both the rules
of the criminal justice system and how to develop
professional attitudes and conceptions of justice.

Life lessons prepare Eric Liberatore to help
students succeed

Eric Liberatore took an unusual path to his
new role at Marquette Law School. “I tried a lot of
different things,” he says.

These included studying accounting, being a
substitute special ed teacher and a job coach for
people with disabilities, getting a master’s degree
in strategic leadership, working as a lawyer in the
Wisconsin governor’s office, and, most recently,
teaching courses remotely for an undergraduate
program at the University of Cincinnati.

Even his law school path was varied. Liberatore
excelled in law school at the University of North
Carolina before dropping out in his second year
because he wasn’t sure he was ready for a legal
career. He later finished law school at the University
of Wisconsin, where he found himself also serving as
a teaching assistant in a statistics course.

Through everything and more than anything,
Liberatore came to realize his deep interest in helping
others succeed. His path makes him a good candidate
to help law students, he says. “Been there, can help
you with that,” one might say of his approach. And
that’s what Liberatore is doing as assistant teaching
professor and assistant director of student success at
Marquette Law School. His work
includes overseeing the Academic
Success Program, a structured
program for first-year students
that Marquette has developed
over the past three decades.

When he saw the posting
for the Marquette Law School
position, “I had to go for it,”
Liberatore says. “I was
so impressed with the
institution.” In particular,
he says he saw the
compassion and
the bigger holistic
picture that the
Law School shows
students. And
now he is part of
offering these to
students. W

Q Eric Liberatore
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