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THE NATIONAL SPORTS LAW INSTITUTE
CELEBRATES ITS 20TH ANNIVERSARY
The 2009 issues of For The Record will include reports and perspectives
from current and former leaders of the NSLI. The first perspective in this
issue is from NSLI founder Martin Greenberg (L’71), the NSLI’s Director
from 1992-1998 and former chair of the NSLI’s Board of Directors.
Professor Greenberg continues to teach two sports law courses at the Law
School. The second perspective is from William Miller (L’96), NSLI
consultant from 1993-1996, and founding member and first chair of the
NSLI’s Alumni Board (now the Sports Law Alumni Association).

The Creation of the National Sports Law
Institute
By Martin Greenberg, Greenberg & Hoeschen,
Member, Southeast Wisconsin Professional Baseball
Park District, and Member, National Sports Law
Institute Board of Advisors
Martin Greenberg

After receiving an exceptional legal education at Marquette
University Law School (Marquette), I joined the law firm of Shea, Hoyt,
Greene, Randall & Meissner in 1971. In the fall of 1973, I was approached
by Dean Robert Boden to become a Lecturer in Law at Marquette, which
eventually became an assistant professorship during which I taught Property
I, Property II and Advanced Real Estate Transactions.
While real estate was my first love, Marquette basketball was closely
behind. The cherished friendships and memories of my relationship with Al
McGuire, Rick Majerus, and Hank Raymonds, and numerous players will
always be a highlight of my life. Sports and the law then was a natural.
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In 1978 I attended a conference in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, to learn about
the regulation of sports agents. Upon my return from the conference, I
visited with Dean Boden and explained that sports law would become a
burgeoning specialty – an area of interest not only to law students but to

lawyers -- and that Marquette should get ahead of the game by offering a sports law course.
Marquette’s first sports law course was entitled “Negotiating and Drafting of Personal Service
Contracts,” which I proposed in 1978 and taught for the first time in spring of 1979. The faculty at that
time would not approve a course entitled Sports Law. By 1981 the title of the course was shortened to
“Personal Service Contracts.”
Marquette and Milwaukee was the perfect place for the development of a specialized center for the study
of sports law. Milwaukee is a “great sports town,” enriched not only by its professional teams – the
Milwaukee Brewers, Milwaukee Bucks, Milwaukee Admirals, and Green Bay Packers – but by a
tradition of excellence in college athletics. By the ‘80s, lawyers off the field had become just as
important as coaches and managers on the field, and training law students and lawyers in the law of
sports became the next logical step.
I took the idea of a sports law institute to my dear friends, Deans Frank DeGuire and Chuck
Mentkowski. I recommended a sports law institute that would: 1) create specialty courses in sports law;
2) make Marquette a center for the advancement of sports law education and ethics in sports; 3) make
Marquette a sports law resource center for attorneys, journalists, and academics; 4) create a continuing
Law Review of high academic quality and 5) sponsor sports law conferences; and 6) create community
outreach programs.
In order to create a sports law institute, capital was required. Through the generosity of the Green Bay
Packers, Milwaukee Brewers, Milwaukee Bucks and Milwaukee Admirals, $500,000 was pledged to
fund an Institute over a four-year period. In 1992, Miller Brewing Company became another sponsor.
The National Sports Law Institute was founded on February 15, 1989, with a press conference
announcing its creation. Soon after, an Advisory Board was created including such notable members
of the sports community as Al McGuire, Coach; Bud Selig, former owner of the Milwaukee Brewers
and current MLB Commissioner; Judy Sweet, former NCAA Senior Vice President; Jerry Reinsdorf,
Chicago Bulls and White Sox owner; Stanley H. Kasten, former President of the Atlanta Hawks and
Atlanta Braves; Susan O’Malley, former president of the Washington Bullets; Glenn Rivers, former
Marquette player and current Boston Celtics coach; Gary Bettman, Commissioner of the National
Hockey League; and Richard Berthelsen, legal counsel for the National Football League Players
Association.
Attorney John Wendel served as the initial NSLI Director, a position I assumed on August 15, 1992 and
served in until November of 1998.
The first issue of the Marquette Sports Law Journal was published in the fall of 1990 and has been
published on a regular basis ever since.
During my Directorship the Institute:
(1)

Produced a Risk Management Program for Milwaukee high schools entitled Reduce
Your Risk;

(2)

Helped produce a two-volume series on the practice of sports law entitled “Sports Law
Practice,” published by Michie and Company in 1993, and by Lexis Law Publishing in
1998;
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(3)

Helped to create the Wisconsin Sports Authority, a quasi-public sports organization
which marketed Wisconsin sports assets and organized amateur and professional
sporting events in the state of Wisconsin;

(4)

Created the Master of the Game Award which is presented to a person who has made
significant contributions to the sports industry and who exemplifies the highest levels of
professionalism. During my tenure the Master of the Game Award was given to Al
McGuire in 1992, Bart Starr in 1994, Hank Aaron in 1995, and Bob Harlan in 1997;

(5)

Created the Sports Business Forum to address the economic issues of the business of
sports. The inaugural meeting occurred on January 10, 1991, featuring Jerry Reinsdorf,
owner of the Chicago Bulls and White Sox. Other guests included Dick Schultz, former
NCAA Executive Director; Richard Berthelsen, general counsel of the National Football
League Players Association; Sal Bando, former general manager of the Milwaukee
Brewers Baseball Club; Bob Harlan, former president & CEO of the Green Bay
Packers; Bud Selig, then president & CEO of the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club;
and Brian Burke, former Vice President for the National Hockey League;

(6)

Created and offered more sports law courses than any law school in the country. Those
courses included: The Law of Amateur Athletics; Contemporary Issues in Sports Law
and Sports Industry Contracts and Negotiations;

(7)

Sponsored national conferences including Sports Dollars and Cents in Milwaukee,
October 22-24, 1992; and in Los Angeles, October 28-30, 1993; and Sports Venues,
Revenues and Values, 1994-1996 in Milwaukee, on topics relating to the sports facility
boom.

Without the support of Frank DeGuire and Chuck Mentkowski, this would not have been a possibility.
Without the hard work of Jim Gray, Paul Anderson, Bill Miller, and others, the substance of this
enterprise would not be what it is today.
And finally, without the generosity of Bud Selig, Herb Kohl, Jane and Lloyd Pettit, Bob Harlan, and Bill
Schmus, along with the organizations that they represent, the idea to establish a sports law institute
would never have had the ability to develop and to come to fruition.
I am very proud that the National Sports Law Institute is now celebrating its 20th anniversary.
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The Development of Sports Law at Marquette
By William Miller, Assistant Professor, Sports & Fitness Management, University of
Wisconsin - Parkside, Kenosha, WI, member, Sports Law Alumni Association and
Liaison to the NSLI’s Board of Advisors
The first time I heard of the concept of sports law and the National Sports Law Institute
of Marquette University Law School was in the early 1990s. The idea of combining my
two great passions for the law and sports into a potential career had great appeal for me and I was sure
that Marquette was where I wanted to go for law school.
William Miller

In those pre-Internet days, I quickly sent off a request for information about Marquette Law School and
the sports law program. Surprisingly, the response I received from the admissions department was rather
cold, with a specific warning not to come to Marquette Law School for the Sports Law program. In light
of this, I decided to reopen my law school search. In the end, I still made the decision to attend
Marquette despite the apparent lack of enthusiasm for the sports law program from the admissions
department.
As I went through my first year of law school, I discovered that the lack of enthusiasm for the sports law
program was shared by others at MULS. The NSLI offices were in a distant location on 17th Street, and
the sports law program had a very small presence in the law school. Many faculty members and
administrators that I dealt with seemingly had little need or regard for the program.
When I started my second year at Marquette, professor Marty Greenberg began the first professional
sports law class of the semester by stating that it was highly unlikely that we would get a job in sports.
At that point, it is safe to say that I was definitely questioning my decision to pursue a legal education at
MULS.
However, as my second year went forward, I was able to see a different side of the NSLI and the Sports
Law program.
• At the October 1995 Sports Venues, Revenues and Values Conference, I was able to hear noted
speakers and scholars from around the world talk about the interaction between sports, the law
and finance and why these subjects were so important for both industries and our society going
forward.
• At the aforementioned conference and other similar events, I was able to meet many important
industry people and hear how they considered the NSLI to be one of the best sports law
programs in the world. They also discussed how they viewed it as a necessary and vital
resource for both the sports industry and the legal profession. I was fortunate that many of these
individuals later became great friends and contacts that have helped me throughout my career.
• I was also able to start working on various NSLI publications including the Marquette Sports
Law Journal, a variety of newsletters, and research that would eventually start the Stadium
Game book series.
• I started to meet professors and administrators who clearly valued the Sports Law program and
realized the value it provided to the MULS community.
• Finally, I was able to gain valuable industry experience by working for the NSLI as a research
assistant and eventually securing an internship with the Milwaukee Brewers, which would
greatly help to advance my future sports law career.
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By the time I left Marquette Law School in 1996, those of us involved in the Sports Law program felt
like we were a small, valuable (and often underappreciated) niche in the MULS community. We often
discussed how we felt the program was an underutilized asset of the law school and marveled at the
seeming disconnect between the value the sports and legal industries placed on the NSLI versus that
placed on it by the MULS community.
Since my departure from Marquette, I have been fortunate enough to have the opportunity to stay
connected with the Sports Law program and have marveled at the changes that have taken place since I
left. Thanks to the vision and leadership of Deans Howard Eisenberg and Joseph Kearney, the MULS
community has seemingly fully embraced the Sports Law program and properly valued it for the asset
that it is. With ten classes now being offered, gone are the days of students with an interest in sports law
like myself having to search for classes that would allow us to do papers or projects that would give us
the additional sports law work that we craved. The development of a sport law moot court program that
allows students to hone their skills in the context of a subject that is an intellectual passion for them is
also a huge advance. Finally, the efforts of Paul Anderson to start a Sport Law Alumni Association in
the late-1990s created a sense of lifelong community that allows all of us who go through the program to
maintain a connection with the program and the law school as a whole.
While many are stunned by the explosive growth of the Sports Law program over the past fifteen years,
the reality is that many of the key foundation elements were already in place. Sure, some names have
changed and the scope might be bigger. But, the underlying structure was already there and people such
as Marty Greenberg, Charles Mentkowski, and Frank DeGuire are to be commended for their initial
vision.
• The NSLI continues to stage outstanding conferences and speaker events with world-renowned
speakers that are welcomed by the industry and envied by other schools. These events provide
the opportunity for students to advance their knowledge and future career aspirations by
meeting top industry personnel.
• While the names and technology might have changed, the NSLI continues to be at the cutting
edge in terms of publications and research for the sports law field.
• Students continue to gain valuable experience and contacts through their work for the NSLI and
through a variety of high-profile internships both in the Milwaukee area and around the world.
• Finally, the students who go through the program continue to develop into top-notch young
attorneys who just happen to have an interest in sports. Because of the broad-based education
we received through our involvement with the Sports Law program, our group from the early to
mid-1990s would go on to experience varied, yet significant levels of success in the legal and
sports professions. The various students I have had the opportunity to meet and work with (who
are too numerous to mention) over the past thirteen years have continued that high level of
varied, yet significant success in their chosen careers. I have no doubt that future classes will do
the same.
In closing, the NSLI and the Sports Law program have enjoyed a great two decades. Thanks to the
ongoing leadership of Matt Mitten and the ongoing dedication, skill, and passion of Paul Anderson, the
Marquette Sports Law program has clearly distanced itself from its competition to become the premier
program of its type in the world. As both the law school and the program begin new chapters in 2010, I
and my fellow alumni look forward to seeing what the next twenty years has in store for both.
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THE NATIONAL SPORTS LAW INSTITUTE:
20 YEARS OF SERVICE TO MULS AND THE SPORTS INDUSTRIES
Events
Founded in 1989, the National Sports Law Institute
(NSLI) is affiliated with Marquette’s Sports Law program.
Its mission is to be the leading national educational and
research institute for the study of legal, ethical, and business
issues affecting amateur and professional sports from both
an academic and practical perspective. During 2009, each
issue of For The Record will provide a retrospective on
various areas the NSLI has focused on for the past 20 years.
Beginning with the first lecture hosted by the NSLI — a
discussion of Representing Professional Teams with Wendy
Selig, who was then general counsel of the Milwaukee
Brewers, on November 15, 1990 – the NSLI has hosted
numerous events focusing on current sports law and
business issues.
CONFERENCES
Since its founding the NSLI has hosted a fall sports law conference sixteen times. The first
conference was held in Milwaukee in October 1992. Co-sponsored by Arthur Andersen, and held again
in October of 1993, the Sports Dollars & Sense conferences discussed various issues directly affecting
professional athletes, player agents, team attorneys, college and university attorneys, NCAA career
counseling program advisors, and sports law professors.
From 1994-1996 the NSLI hosted a series of conferences on Sports Venues, Revenues & Values, all cosponsored by Deloitte & Touche. These conferences addressed stadium and arena leases from a legal,
economic and public policy perspective. Research and materials collected for these conferences led to
the publication of the first edition of The Stadium Game book.
In November of 1998, the NSLI hosted a conference on Sports Law in the 21st Century with the Law
and Sports Section of the American Association of Law Schools. The conference presented the leading
scholars in the sports law field who discussed future trends.
In September of 2000, the NSLI hosted its fourth sports facility conference, Sports Facilities &
Development. Panelists discussed various issues surrounding the sports facility development process
from the economic ramifications to new innovations and technologies.
In 2001 and 2002 the NSLI hosted two conferences on Intellectual Property Issues in Sports. The first
focused on Trademarks, Unfair Competition, and Athletes Publicity Rights, while the second addressed
How Contemporary Intellectual Property Law Has Affected the Modern Sports Industry. The law firm
of Foley & Lardner co-sponsored both of these conferences and has sponsored all NSLI conferences
since 2001.
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In September of 2003, the NSLI hosted its first international sports law conference with the International
Association of Sports Law that attracted speakers and attendees from six continents. Another
conference with an international focus followed in October of 2004 when the NSLI hosted The Evolving
Nature of Intercollegiate and Olympic Athletics in the 21st Century.
From 2005 through 2007 the NSLI conferences focused on legal and business aspects of various levels
of sports: The Broad Scope of Professional Team Sports: Emerging Legal and Business Issues
(September 2005); Individual Performer Sports: Current Legal and Business Issues (October 2006); and
Increasing Globalization of Sports: Olympic, International & Comparative Law & Business Issues
(September of 2007).
Most recently, on October 24, 2008, the NSLI hosted a conference on Professional Sports: Current
Issues and Their Future Implications. Conference sponsors included the law firms of Foley & Lardner,
LLP and Greenberg & Hoeschen, LLC, and the Sports & Entertainment Law Section of the State Bar of
Wisconsin. The conference featured the following panels:
Panel #1: Acquisition, Sale, and Valuation of Sports Franchises
Moderator: Robert Leib, Managing Director, Dornoch Capital Advisors, LLC, President/CEO,
Leib Advisors, LLC, and member, NSLI Board of Advisors, Mequon, WI
Panelists and topics:
•
Michael Cramer, Clinical Assistant Professor, Preston
Robert Tisch Center for Hospitality, Tourism and Sports
Management, School of Continuing and Professional
Studies, New York University, New York, NY, and
member, NSLI Board of Advisors, “Valuations, League
Rules and Current Economic Conditions...Challenges
for the NFL”
•

Greg Heller, Senior Vice President & General Counsel,
Atlanta Braves, Atlanta, GA, and member, Marquette
University Law School Sports Law Alumni Association,
“Due Diligence Issues in Team Sales”

•

Martin Greenberg, Managing Partner, Greenberg &
Hoeschen, LLC, Milwaukee, WI, member, Southeast
Wisconsin Professional Baseball Park District, chair
Wisconsin Sports Development Corporation, and
member, NSLI Board of Advisors, “No MLS in
Milwaukee - At Least for Now”
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Greg Heller

Panel: Sports Broadcasting Issues
Moderator: J. Gordon Hylton, Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School and
member, NSLI Board of Advisors, Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Panelists and topics:
•
Mary K. Braza, Partner and Chair, Sports Industry Team, Foley
& Lardner LLP, Milwaukee, WI, “The Fight between Cable
Companies and Regional Sports Networks”
•

Eryn Doherty, Senior Counsel, Labor Relations, Fox
Entertainment Group, Inc., Los Angeles, CA, and member,
Marquette University Law School Sports Law Alumni
Association, “Labor Issues in the Sports Broadcasting Industry”

•

Michael J. Mellis, Senior Vice President and General Counsel,
MLB Advanced Media, L.P., New York, New York, “Internet
Piracy of Live Sports Telecasts: Recent Developments”

Mary K. Braza

Panel: Playing Facility Issues
Moderator: Matt Parlow, Associate Professor of Law, Marquette University Law School,
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Panelists and topics:
•
Rick Schlesinger, Executive Vice President - Business
Operations, Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club,
Milwaukee, WI, and member, NSLI Board of Advisors,
“Milwaukee Brewers: Maximizing Revenues in a
Challenging Economic Environment”
•

Irwin P. Raij, partner, Regulatory Industries
Department, member, Public Affairs and Real Estate
Practices, and vice chair of the Sports Industry Team,
Foley & Lardner, Washington, D.C., “Sports Facility
Development: Issues, Approaches, Trends and
Perspective”

•

Kate Jett, Associate Counsel, Texas Rangers Baseball
& Dallas Stars Hockey Clubs, Arlington, TX, and
member, Marquette University Law School Sports Law
Alumni Association, “Club Risk Management –
Minimizing Liability to Fans”

•

Kate Jett

Michael Cramer, Clinical Assistant Professor, New York University, New York, NY,
“THE NEW MEGA-STADIUMS: Risks and Opportunities”
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Panel: Potpourri of Hot Topics in Professional Sports
Moderator: Matthew Mitten, Professor of Law and Director, National Sports Law Institute of
Marquette University Law School, Milwaukee, WI, and Member, Court of Arbitration for Sport,
Lausanne, Switzerland
Panelists and topics:
•
Richard H. McLaren, Professor of Law, University of Western
Ontario, London, Ontario, Canada, Counsel to McKenzie Lake
Lawyers LLP, and Member, Court of Arbitration for Sport,
Lausanne, Switzerland, “Corruption: It’s Impact on Fair Play”

Jim McKeown

•

Jim McKeown, Partner, Chair, Antitrust Practice Group, and
Member, Sports Industry Team, Foley & Lardner LLP,
Milwaukee, WI, “Antitrust Developments in Professional
Sports”

•

Robert A. Boland, Clinical Assistant Professor of Sports
Management, Preston Robert Tisch Center for Hospitality,
Tourism and Sports Management, New York University, New
York, NY, “Sports in Crisis: A Discussion of the Challenges
Facing American Professional Sports and What Is Ahead,
Focusing on the NFL's Current Labor and Economic
Challenges”

•

Keiji Kawai, Doctor of Laws, Associate Professor, Doshisha University, Japan,
Visiting Researcher at the University of Massachusetts and Amherst College, “Labor
Relations in Nippon Professional Baseball”

•

Clark Griffith, Attorney at Law, Clark C. Griffith, P.A., and Commissioner, Northern
League of Professional Baseball, Minneapolis, Minnesota, “The Growth of Independent
Baseball, Problems, Perils and Benefits, and How to Put a Team Together”

The NSLI’s next conference will be held on Friday, October 23rd at Marquette University's Alumni
Memorial Union. Panelists will discuss significant legal and business developments in the sports
industry from the NSLI's 1989 founding to the present, with predictions about what may happen during
the next 5 years until our 25th anniversary. The conference will include panels on Olympic/
international, professional, college, and high school sports as well as a "catch-all" panel that will focus
on common legal issues affecting different levels of sports competition (e.g., tort, Title IX). Further
information about our 2009 conference will be available soon online at http://law.marquette.edu/jw/
slevents.
SEMINARS/COLLOQUIA
In addition to its annual sports law conferences, the NSLI has hosted several seminars on
various topics. The first seminar was held on October 5, 1990, focusing on Professional Sports
Contracts. The NSLI has also hosted seminars on Sports Officials and the Law, Jackie Robinson and
the Law: Legal Perspectives on the Integration of Professional Baseball, and Insurance Issues in Sports
Law, among other topics.
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In conjunction with the Sports & Entertainment
Law Section of the State Bar of Wisconsin, the
NSLI also has hosted several Continuing Legal
Education seminars for lawyers focusing on
discussions of Ethical Issues in Sports.
In addition, in conjunction with the Law and
Sports Section of the American Association of
Law Schools, the NSLI hosted a Sports Law
Teaching & Scholarship Colloquium in
September of 2007. The Colloquium featured
sports law professors who discussed current
scholarship and the teaching methods used in
their respective sports law courses.

Professor Alfred Mathewson & Professor andre douglas pond cummings at
the Sports Law Teaching & Scholarship Colloquium

SPEAKERS/WORKSHOPS
Over the past 20 years, the NSLI has hosted dozens of individual sports industry speaker who
have provided their perspectives on various legal issues. A sampling of the topics covered by individual
speakers includes:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

In Black and White: Race and Sports in America
Sports Marketing & The Law
Naming Rights: The New Revenue Source for Sports Facilities
Managing Sports Facilities: The Legal Issues
The Olinger and Knapp Decisions: A Judicial Perspective
From Inequality to Opportunity: Keeping the Promises Made to Big-Time Intercollegiate
Athletes
Money Earned and Money Lost: NHL Salary Arbitration; Pro Tennis Doping Sanctions
Combining the Practice of Law with Player Representation
Did the Signing of Jackie Robinson Slow Down the Integration of Major League Baseball?
A Behind the Scenes Look at the Unique Challenges and Rewards of the Quest to Create a
Professional Baseball League in the Holy Land

Featured speakers for these events have included Ellis “Skip” Prince, former Vice President of
Television and Business Affairs for the National Hockey League; the Honorable Judge Terence Evans,
United States Court of Appeals for the Seventh Circuit; Professor Richard McLaren, member, Court of
Arbitration for Sport; and Attorney Andrew Brandt, former Vice President of Player Finance/General
Counsel for the Green Bay Packer; among many other speakers.
Most recently, on April 14, 2009, Marquette University Athletic Director Steve Cottingham spoke to
students about the value of a legal education for collegiate athletics administrators and current legal
issues facing college athletics administrators.
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SPORTS BUSINESS FORUM
From 1991 to 1994, the Sports Business Forum consisted of individuals from the Greater
Milwaukee business, sports and educational communities, who met to discuss current issues in sports.
Each forum featured a speaker from the sports industry, including;
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Jerry Reinsdorf, owner of the Chicago Bulls and White Sox, The Business of Major League
Baseball;
Dick Schultz, former NCAA Executive Director, Athletics in the 1990s: A Decade of
Change;
Richard Berthelsen, general counsel of the National Football League Players Association,
Freedom in the National Football League;
Sal Bando, former general manager of the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club, The
Economics of Major League Baseball;
Bob Harlan, former president & CEO of the Green Bay Packers, The Economics of the
National Football League;
Bud Selig, then president & CEO of the Milwaukee Brewers Baseball Club, Baseball’s
Changing Economic Environment; and
Brian Burke, former Vice President for the National Hockey League, The Economics of the
National Hockey League.
SPORTS INDUSTRY CAREER EVENTS

In 1998, the NSLI hosted the
first of its Annual Sports Law Alumni
Career Panels. These panels bring
Sports Law program alumni back to
Marquette University Law School to
discuss their careers and to advise
current Sports Law students.
On
March 26, 2009, the NSLI and Sports
Law Alumni Association hosted its
eleventh annual Alumni Career Panel
featuring Shawn Eichorst (L’95),
Executive Associate Athletic Director,
University of Wisconsin, Madison, WI;
William Miller (L’96), Assistant
Professor, University of Wisconsin Parkside, Kenosha, WI; Mike
Sneathern (L’02), Associate Counsel,
Milwaukee Bucks, Milwaukee, WI;
and Jenni Spies (L’06), Assistant
District Attorney, Milwaukee County
District Attorney's Office, Milwaukee, WI.

11th Annual Sports Law Alumni Career Panel

Periodically, the NSLI hosts other events providing career guidance for Sports Law students and
featuring alumni or other individuals from the sports industry. These events often focus on one aspect of
the sports industry (i.e. Careers in Collegiate Athletics with Keith Miller (L’01), Assistant Athletic
Director - Compliance, Baylor University, Waco, TX, on September 30, 2004). In addition, since 2001,
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the NSLI has invited participants in its annual fall conference to speak to students about careers in the
sports industry the afternoon before the conference begins. On Thursday, October 22, 2009, the NSLI
will host a career panel featuring female alumni who currently work in the sports industry.
CURRENT ISSUES IN SPORTS LAW
Starting in 2002, Professor Paul Anderson, the Associate Director of the National Sports Law
Institute, has presented a discussion of current legal issues impacting the sports industry during the
spring semester, which focuses on novel and interesting issues that have developed in the sports industry
over the past calendar year. Each presentation is specifically designed for Marquette Sports Law
program students and covers current issues at the high school, college, professional, and international
level of sports participation.
During his most recent Current Issues in Sports Law presentation on February 12, 2009, Professor
Anderson discussed Wakefield v. WIAA, a recent Wisconsin case holding that the Wisconsin
Interscholastic Athletic Association is a state actor; Bassett v. NCAA, a recent federal case in which a
coach unsuccessfully sued the NCAA claiming that sanctions brought against him and the University of
Kentucky violated federal antitrust laws; the Report to the Board of Governors of the NBA (Oct. 1, 2008)
which reviewed the NBA’s officiating crews as a result of the Tim Donaghy scandal; and the revisions
to the World Anti-doping Code that became effective in 2009; among other current issues.
SPORTS LAW STUDENT/ALUMNI NETWORKING LUNCHES
Since 2006, the NSLI has invited alumni to return to Marquette University Law School each
semester to talk to Sports Law program students in Sports Law Student/Alumni Networking lunches.
These lunches provide small groups of students with an informal setting in which the alumni discuss
their participation in the Sports Law program and how it impacted their future careers. Most recently,
on January 23, 2009, the NSLI hosted a networking lunch for eight students, featuring Sports Attorney
and Adjunct Assistant Professor of Law Brad Hoeschen (L'01), Greenberg & Hoeschen, LLC, and
Attorney Nick DeSiato (L'08), Law Clerk, Milwaukee County Circuit Court. Both Brad and Nick are
members of the National Sports Law Institute's Sports Law Alumni Association.
BANQUETS / TRIBUTES / RECEPTIONS
During the past two decades the NSLI has hosted numerous events to recognize Marquette
students and alumni, individuals who have positively impacted the Sports Law program at Marquette,
and other sports industry lawyers and professionals.
From 1993-1997 the NSLI annually hosted what was known as the Marquette Sports Law Journal
awards dinner, which recognized students at Marquette for their service to the Institute and Sports Law
Journal. By 1998, this annual event became the NSLI’s Annual Sports Law Awards Banquet, honoring
the graduating Marquette University Law School students who have participated in the Sports Law
program.
Since 2005, the NSLI has hosted a reception for graduating students who have completed the
requirements for the NSLI’s Sports Law Certificate. At the end of 2009, 155 students will have earned
the Sports Law Certificate.
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The NSLI has also hosted two large events in honor of individuals who supported the development of
the NSLI during its formative years. On May 6, 1996, the NSLI hosted a tribute dinner for former
Marquette University President, Reverend Albert DiUlio, S.J., in recognition of his tremendous support
of the Institute during his presidency. In addition, on September 26, 1996, the NSLI held a dinner in
honor of Professor Emeritus Charles Mentkowski, the Associate Dean of Marquette University Law
School when the NSLI was created in 1989, and the first chair of the NSLI’s Board of Advisors.
SOCIAL EVENTS
With the assistance of Marquette’s student Sports Law Society and the Sports Law Alumni
Association, the NSLI has hosted or sponsored many different social events, including visits to
Milwaukee Brewers and Bucks games, to tours of sports facilities, and trips to sports law conferences.
Since 2001, each fall the NSLI hosts a Welcome Mixer where current students, alums, and sports law
faculty, welcome newly enrolled students interested in the Sports Law program at Marquette. In
addition, each fall since 2002 the Sports Law Society has hosted an annual student/faculty/alumni golf
outing in Milwaukee. Proceeds from the outing support scholarship funds for Sports Law program
students. The next golf outing will be held Saturday, September 19, 2009, at Silver Spring Country
Club.
20TH ANNIVERSARY EVENTS
To begin the celebration of the NSLI’s twenty year anniversary the NSLI and Marquette’s
Sports Law Society hosted a celebration titled 20 Years of Sports Law at Marquette: the Sports Law
Society Celebrates 100 members on April 2, 2009. This event recognized the incredible service and
support that the student Sports Law Society provides to the NSLI and Sports Law program and featured
NSLI Director Matt Mitten, former NSLI Director and founder Martin Greenberg, NSLI Associate
Director Paul Anderson, and panels of students from each current law school class. The NSLI will
sponsor several other events during 2009 to commemorate its 20th Anniversary, including a panel of
Marquette University Law School alums who will discuss the growth of the NSLI and Sports Law
program.. Details of this and other events will be available soon.
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The National Sports Law Institute of Marquette University Law School, P.O. BOX 1881, Milwaukee, Wisconsin 53201-1881,
publishes For The Record 4 times per year. Address corrections should be sent to the NSLI at this address.
For The Record is a forum for sports law, business and ethical issues. It endeavors to provide current, practical
information as well as public policy and scholarly viewpoints that are of professional and academic interest to NSLI members
and interested parties.
Requests for permission to reproduce or republish any material from For The Record should be addressed to Paul M.
Anderson, editor of For The Record. Submissions for publication should be typed, double-spaced and submitted in duplicate.
If possible, any submission should be accompanied with a disc copy of the submission saved in WordPerfect or Microsoft Word
of any format. Other arrangements can be made with the editor.
The opinions expressed in For The Record are those of the authors and do not represent the opinions, policies, or
views of the NSLI, Marquette University Law School, or Marquette University.
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